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ADVERTISEMENT. 



It is now generally understood, that the Debate, in 
the House of Commons, on the 23d of June, 1825, on 
Mr. Buxton's Motion, rejiative to the Demolition of the 
Methodist Chapel and Mission House in fiarbadoes, 
and the Expulsion of Mr. I^urewsbury the Missionary, 
friHn that Island, has excited much interest throughout 
this country. 

The result of that Debate being of great importance 
to the commuhitfT at large, and especially to the inhabi- 
tants of the West-Indies, considerable pains have been 
tal^en to render 'as correct as possible, the following 
Report of the discussion, — a. discussion, alike memo- 
Tsbif^ for the plain and undisputed Narrative of Facts 
contained in the Speech of the Hoaounible Mover — 
for ike iBMinaJifi^ expvessiiPB of lindiguition, on the 
pact of His. Majesty's Govemaent, at Ae scandalous 
and daring Outrage whic^B had been e€inmitted — ^for 
the testimony which was borne, by every Speaker, to 
the uniformly good conduct of the Wesleyan Mis- 
sionaries in the West-Indies — ^and, for the unanimous 
declaration of the Commons of England, that there 
shall be Protection and Religious Toleration, for all 
His Majesty's subjects in that part of His Dominions. ^ 
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DEBATE, 



^c. ^. S/v. 



Mr, FO WELL BUXTON ro$e, and addressr 
ed the I}ovisa to the following effect :— 

I risQ to stat^ the C^s^ of Mr. Shrew3t>WJ» ^ 
Wesleyan Missionary j and I bave^ as it ^as^ip^ 
duty, ;'Qvolved in piy mind, in what way I cpuld 
bring th^^uatter forward, at once favourably to 
the cause itself, but with the least possible de- 
mand on the patience of the House ^ and I havi^ 
concluded, that it is my duty to confine niyself 
very much to a matter*of-fact detail ; to give you 
a plain, dry, abstemious narrative of the events, 
in the order in which they occurred, leaving those 
events to speak for themselves— as they do, in- 
deed, pretty loudly. And, as I shall endeavour 
to spare fiie House idl extraneous matter, so I 
hope they will pejrmji me to put them in full 
possessicm of the facts, and to give them a history 
f^-*and a remarkable history it is— of the •event^s 
which occurred in Barbadoes^ 
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I now proceed, without preface, without apo- 
logy, without even remarking— what, indeed, is 
too obvious to remark — the immeasurable dif- 
ference between the mode in which this question 
will now be brought forward, and the manner 
in which a similar question was introduced last 
year, by my honourable and learned friend, the 
Member for Winchelsea. 

Mr, Shrewsbury was, for some time, a Metho- 

• ^ • 

dist Minister in England ; and conducted him- 
self entirely to the satisfaction of those with 
whom he was connected. In the year 1816, 
he was sent as a Missionary to Tortola, He 
remained there two years ; and, on his diepar*. 
tare, Mr. Porter, then Senior Member of Coun-^ 
Cil, now President of the Island, presehted him 
with this testimony :— 

" I do hereby certify, that the Rev, Williafn 
Shrewsbury, a preacher in the Wesleyan con- 
nexion, resided in this Island for about two years : 
during which time, his conduct was such as 
entitled him to the respect of this community. 

' " Geo; R. Porter, 

** Tortola^ One of His Majesty's Council 
April 7, 1818/* for tbe Virgin Islands." 

In 1818, Mr. Shrewsbury went to Grenada. 
After he had been there somewhat more than a 
year, he applied to the Governor, Major-Gene- 



ral Rialj for his private subscription towards the 
erection of an enlarged chapel. This is. his 
answer, through the hands of his Secretary, 
Colonel Wilson. It contained a check for sixty- 
$ix. pounds, the Governor's donation, and ten 
pounds, the donation of Colonel Wilson ; and 
concluded with these words : — 

*< In making this communication to you, I 
am likewise desired to convey to you his 
Excellency's approbation of your general con- 
duct, during the tipoie you have resided in. this 
Government ; and particularly of the mild and 
temperate manner which has marked the exer- 
cise of your religious duties. 

" J. Wilson, Lieut-Colonel, 

Secretary." 

Mr. Ross, of Clarke's Court, Grenada, — than 
whom, I understand, there is not a more respec- 
table man in the West Indies — the proprietor of 
one large estate, the manager of twelve, others, 
and having under his superintendence a body 
of between two and three thousand negroes, — 
having daily opportunities of witnessing Mr. 
Shrewsbury's conduct while in that Island, 
thus, wrote of him, in a private letter, at the 
time : — " Mr. Shrewsbury is a superior man, 
w ho \yould do honour toany Church or Society 
of Christians." This, same Mr. Ross happened 
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to be in England, i^hen the news arrived of the 
disturbances in fiarbadoes, and hie had the ge- 
nerosity to write this testiniony : — 

** Having had an opportunity of becoraing 
intimately acquainted with M*. Shrewsbury 
during his residence in Grenada, whence hi 
went to BarbadoeS, lean jBvith great truth testify, 
that I never knew a more pious or a better man. 
Possesi^ed of natural cheerfulness of temper, and 
without any thing of austerity or moro&eness in 
his manners, he discharged the duties of his pro- 
fession with zeal and as^siduity, and acquired the 
good-will and estetera df tJle whole coinmunity ; 
and it was to the great regtet of all who knew 
him, that he was taken from us. I believe Mr. 
Shrewsbury to be incapable of doing an injury 
to any human beitig ; ^nd I am convinced he 
was etaitiently useful as a Christian Minister, 
berth among the free peopfe and ^ slaves, in 
thel&land ofOrenada;** 

Mh Shrewsbury hkd devoted himself labo- 
riously to the imp!f6vement of the negroes, and 
with the best effects. Im^rutHon Was gaining 
giround ; marHages becamig more freqtteM ; the 
rti'aririage tie was h^ mbre sacred ; A more or- 
dferly knd moral deportment was tAservedamdng 
the negroes ; and, in shorty many ^ those 
changes iso much desified by th& House— so 



tfdendy looked forward to by the people of 
Englaud^^but not more ardently, I feel it but 
justice to say, than by many benevolent and 
respectable planters, followed his ministry* BuU 
while he had devoted . himself to the improve- 
ment of the n^;soes» he had won the confidence 
and esteem of the planters.; and left the Island 
with the love of the Slaves, the approbatioq of 
the Masters, and universal testimonies of regret 
at his d^arture* 

In imo, Mr. ^irewsbary went to B&rbadoes i 
andi I must explain.why he was sent there. A 
spirit of fierce reUgious persecution has long 
prevailed iti that Island. The papers laid on 
the table of this House, in 1802 and 1805, give 
painful demonstration that it existed then : and 
it will appear but too dearly» before I sit down, 
tiiat the same spirit prevails, or rather rages, 
at the present moment If the Mission which 
had been established was to be ^ontinu^edt and 
^ Aew MissioQary sent, it required a man pos- 
sessing great, but opposite qualities^-^^^eat pru- 
dence, or lie would do. too much in the eyes of 
the plaiitecs<-^eat2eal, or lie would do too little 
for the Slaves^^^^f^reat .fortitude, a deep impres- 
4kttt in his own heart of the paramount impor- 
temse <iKf the duties he bad to discharge :~-without 
^Mise, he wouid assuffedly Jsave been crashed by 
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the opposition he was certain to encounter. . But, 
withal, he must be a man of a meek, quiet, un- 
odntentious spiri1> — calculated, by his gentle- 
ness, to subdue and soften those unfortunate 
jealousies and prejudices. These were his quali^ 
iications. And, besides, it happened acciden- 
tally, but most fortunately, that he was in some 
degree a West-Indian, both in feeling and con- 
nexion. He is married to the daughter of a 
West-India planter ; and is thus, in. some de- 
gree, linked to the West-India interest. He 
was any thing, rather than a warm partizan of 
the Abolitionists. I know he was subsequently 
accused of being an Agent of the *^ vUlainous 
African Society,'* and particularly of corres- 
ponding with me ; and I understand, that 
persons in the West-Indies, who ought to be 
respectable, have asserted, that they have seen 
letters from him to me, and from me to him. 
My answer is— I never received or wrote a letter 
to him in: my life-^— that.I did not know that 
such a man existed in the world, until I hap- 
pened to take up a newspaper, and there read, 
with some astonishment, that he was going to 
be hanged for corresponding with me. 

And here it may be as well to state — ^itmay 
allay jealousies — ^that with the Missiofiaries ijri 
the Wert-Indiesr^Church of England^ Wesleyan, 
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Moravian^ or London ^Society^-^ have t had nd 
communication. Indeed^ I wa& told by oneo£ 
the heads of those Societies in England, wheu 
I first broached the su]>ject» that though they 
agreed with me, and their feielings were, miiie 
^bout Sla.vei*y, yet, standing in a peculiat sit- 
tuation, and trusted with the confidence. ^ of 
many of the planters, ^they did not fe^l justi'- 
^ed in furnishing me with any*qu^tory iateUi^ 
gence. I blame them for this. 1 think they 
-ought to haVe told the truth, whether Jt made 
fof or against ^ the system. JBut^ I think it. hard 
that they should be blamed by me and. my 
friends for saying nothings and blamed mxme 
severely by other parties,.. for saying, a. great 
deal too much. 

But, to- proceed. In thia ][)9ecu^r predica- 
ment, and wantinga manof such peculialr qtia- 
iificationS) the Wedeyan. Missionsuy Society 
selected, from the wholebody of theii^ MiniA- 
ters, for this arduous and difficult. post, Mn 
Shrewsbury. And, during < the whole time he 
I'emained in Barbadoes, he justified their choice 
-'—exhibiting the same moderation^ forbearance, 
discretion, abstinence from all political inteiv 
ferelice, which became a Minister of Religion at 
ail times and in all countries, but which are. the 
indispensable qualifications of a Minister, of dve 
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Goipel, placed in circumstances so difficult, and 
having to tread so narrow a path, as that which 
is chalked oat for a pastor of Slaves in a society 
of (danters. I shajl be ablQ to shew, by indis* 
putable. documents— such documents as satisr 
fied the Governor of St. Vincent, with whom 
Mr. Shrewsbury found an asylum, and who was 
bound to ascertain his innocence, before he p^^ 
mitted him to preach in his Government — by 
documents which will convince every man of 
caiidoar,-^-€hat, during the whole time he exerr 
cised his ministry in Barbadoes, be eKerci^ed the 
same discretion, , and fbrbeekrance, and ailonce 
upon Slaveiy; and preached nothing to the 
ti^^es, but obedience and fidelity to Uieir 
masters. 

But, thia point will not be disputed. . I say so 
confidentty; because, his enemies have ransacked 
his life, prurate and public, in order to find* if 
it were to be found, some excuse Ibr their 
jcruelty towards him. They have found nothing; 
•and he stands delivered over to univjersal execra- 
tion, and under sentence of baiiishment--*-bul; 
unchaiged with any offence in Jbis conduct, his 
conversation, and his doctrine* 

in February 1820, Mr. Shrewsbury ,went to 
Barbadoes* In the March foUowiog, be wrote 
home, as he was nequired to do by the roles <^ 
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the Society to whioh lie bekmged^ stating 
the coiidition in which be &>uiid his cmigfega- 
tion. A painful description no doubt it was, 
and must have been, if he spoke the truth } 
but, in that lett^ I find nothing hafsb, nothing 
exaggerated, nothing sarcastic. Now, it may 
be ^aid, ^nd p(robably, ai» my honourable friend, 
the Under Secretary for the Colonial Depart* 
ment, hs» nothing ehe to say, he may ifirai&tdn/ 
either that that Letter ought, not to have been 
required from him — or, being regoiped, he ought 
not to have sent it--^r^ being s^nt, it ought not 
to have been^ pablishedu- - Thaj: is a' - doctrine 
which can be maintained by nd Member 0f this 
House ; butj least of all, by the Honourable 
Secretary; for, it so happeiis, that Lord^Batfaurst, 
the whole body of the Clergy in the West- 
Indies, and this Houses hav^dotie pi^^isely the 
same thing. In 1S1€, Lord Bathurst afddressed 
a Circular to all the Clergy in th6 West-Iiidie&, 
requesting to kfiOW the moral and rdigloUi^ ^con- 
ditio© df the Negroes. The Clergy sent their 
answers**** true, lio doubt ; but 4[iOdtaining stiate- 
me»iit infinitely fiioreaffif^mtihg to the Plariters, 
and inoremmirhfaltflSit every friend of hiimanity, 
than any thing wKith U to be &}vtnd in Mr. 
Shrewsbury's I^etter j and these answer^ w^re 
published by t^is HiD^ns^. So that, if it be said. 
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«u€h information ought not to have been asked—' 
Lord Bathurst asked it : or, that it ought not to 
have been given— the whole body of the West- 
India Clergy gave it : or, that it ought not to 
have been published — the House of Commpiis 
published it. In point of fact, however, this 
letter had nothing to do with subsequent events* 
It was not heard of in the Colony for three 
years, even by Mr. Shrewsbury j and was only 
raked up at last, when an excuse was wanted 
for a persecution. 

Mr. Shrewsbury remained in the Island three 
years and three quarters. During the first 
three years and a half, he had to endure the 
common lot of a Methodist Missionary— some 
persecution, or, if that be too hard a term, some 
annoyance, some detraction, some bitterness of 
spirit, evincing itself in petty insults. For 
example : some of the gentry of Barbadoes felt 
it to be their duty to walk into his chapel on 
Sunday, during the time of service, with their 
hats on, whistling a tune» and keeping time to 
their own music, by drumming against the 
benches. In short, something of that; little, 
pitiful, spiteful, ignominious warfare, with which 
men of paltry minds l6ve to vex those whose 
stricter lives are a comment and a reproach to 
their own. Of all this I make but little. The 
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man who undertakes the high character of a 
Missionary must be prepared for trifles of 
this kind : his is an office, than which none is 
more truly honourable j but, before he embraced 
it, he should count the cost, and remebber that, 
accepting it, he must be prepared to accept also 
pains and perils abroad, shame and contempt 
at home. For these slight insults Mr. Shrewii- 
bury had full compensation, in an increas- 
ing and improving congregation — ^in a very 
large school for Mulatto and Negro children*— 
in the favour of several respectable planters — 
and in the approbation of the Clergy ; from 
many of whom he received at all times, but 
more particularly in the moment of trial, de- 
monstrations of kindness, which ought not to be 
forgotten. 

In June 1823, a fiercer spirit of persecution 
arose. Mr. Shrewsbury was publicly accused 
in the streets, in open day, as a villain ; and 
this, as he says, not by the mere rabble, but 
by the gr^at vulgar— merchants from their 
stores, and individuals in the garb of gentlemen. 
He was assailed in the newspapers, under the 
name of '^Mister Rueful ;" and his antagonists 
were under the necessity of bearing testimbiiy 
to the purity of his conduct. "Look iat his 
actions," they say j " hear his sermons, and 
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you would say the man is a Saint ** — a Saint> 
not in the sarcastic sense in which it is applied 
to certain members of this House, who would be 
very well pleased to bear the name^ if they did 
but deserve it — ^which they do not : but, in its 
tfue sense. "Observe him, hear him/' they 
said, " an,d you will think him a Saiot ; bu^ 
under this, garb of sauctity, by his praying, 
preaching, aijd teaching, he is undermining the 
West'India interest; aud is very little bett^ 
than an enejny of Slavery.** He bore f^is^ as 
his religion taught hida to bear it, wdth the 
utmost humility. " I was as a 4eaf man, th$|: 
hpfird not,** is his own true description of Im 
behaviour. , 

Op Sunday, October thie. 5th, 1823, Riot the 
First took place. A large concourse pf person^ 
assembled round the chapel, for the avowed 
purpojfe of disturbing th^ congregation. They 
came provided with a number of thin bottle^ 
^^d with oil, assafcetida, and . aquafortis, pre- 
pared, as there is ^vevy reason to think, at the 
sfiop of one of the Magistrates, wbjois a chemi)st 
^^ . druggist Th.e^e bottles, were suddenly dis- 
c|iargedinjto the midst of a congregation of some 
hundreds! of females. One of thi^m was aioaed 
at Mr. Shrewsbury's head, and narrowly missed 
its :mark, bujt wounded another man* A second 
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was Wounded in the shoulder; and one of the 
botdes discharging its contents on the bosom of 
a Mulatto female, burnt her severely. A law- 
yer, Mr; Newsome^ chose his decorous station 
on the railing of the Communion Table, and 
cheered and encouraged the rioters. Two sons 
o£ the Magistrate and Chemist were seen con- 
spicuously active. Upon this discharge^ the 
utmost confusion arose. The females were 
greatly alarmed ; and, in point of fact, one- 
third of the congregation ran away. The 
preacher retired into the Vestry, in order to 
protect his wife, who was near her confinement. 
Having placed her in security, h^ began to shew 
somewhat of the manliness of his character. He 
returned to the Chapel» reascended the pulpit, 
and, amidst the rattling of stones without and 
almost suffocatiQg heat within, the windows 
being closed, resumed and concluded the ser- 
vice. 

The next day, he offered a rewaxd of thirty 
pounds for the detection of any of the rioters : 
bat no one came forward to give evidence ; and 
he soon found, that the interruption met with 
general approbation. Passing by the shop of 
a considerable merchant, where a number of 
gentlemen were collected, he was assailed by 
such remarks as theser— ** Serve thef^w right" 
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" They ought to have gone and pulled the fel- 
low from the pulpit." And a Magistrate, who 
was also Senior Member of the Council, told a 
person of credit, that " if a sufficient number 
would join him, he would go and pull down the 
Chapel at noon-day/* The name of this Magis- 
trate is Mr. Haines. I mention it, not only to 
do him honour, but for the purpose of remark- 
ing, that persons in a higher station of life were 
the real instigators of the events which followed; 
and for the purpose also of stating, that this 
same Mr. Haines continues a magistrate, and, 
as a magistrate, is the protector of the Negroes, 
the dispenser pf justice to the Mulattoes,* and 
the guardian of the public peace. How he 
acted in these capacities will presently appear. . 

On the Wednesday evening, Mr. Shrewsbury 
had his usual week-day service, and experienced 
somewhat of the same kind of disturbance ; but 
not to the same extent. On the Friday, which 
is kept in Barbadoes as a fast day, in comme- 
moration of the great storm of I78O, the good 
joke which be heard from all quarters was, 
'* While you are preaching of the storm withiii 
doors, you shall have a storm without.'' And, a 
fitorm he had ; but not a severe one. I, there- 
fore, pass on. 

On Sunday, October the 12th, while Mr. 
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Shrewsbury was preparing for service, one of 
his congregation came to him privately, and 
stated, that something desperate was intended 
that day. He, however, determined to pro- 
ceed. He went down to the Chapel ; and, I 
will tell you, in his own words, what he saw — 
" As I came down from the dwelling-house, 
and entered the side door of the Chapel, the 
sight was really intimidating. Without the 
Chapel, and throughout the whole length of 
the street, there was an immense concourse of 
people, some breathing out threatenings and 
slaughter, and others merely lookers-on : within 
the Chapel, besides a fine congregation of my 
regular and serious hearers, therfe were planted 
all around the pulpit, and by the pulpit stairs, 
from twenty to thirty of the gentlemen-mob, .ap- 
parently ready for any mischief, when those 
without should make a beginning. Just as we 
arose from prayer, two men, wearing masks, 
and having swords and pistols, came galloping 
down the street ; and, presenting their pistols 
opposite the door, they fired ; but.only one pis- 
tol went ofi*, and that discharged its contents, 
not within the door amongst the congregation, 
but without, beside the window, so that the men 
planted round the pulpit were completely disap- 
pointed : for it seems the design was to' have 
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fired crackers amongst the females, to set their 
clothes on fire ; wlien advantage would have 
been taken of the confusion, to have wreaked 
their vengeance on me.'* 

It so happened, that two officers were at the 
Chapel that evening, and their servants were 
holding" their horses Outside.^ These men, having 
none of the feelings of true Barbadians, but 
feeling as every Englishman would feel under 
such circumstances,-^and as I trust we shall 
shew by our vote to-night that we feel-*— think- 
ing that the authors of such an outrage ought 
not to be unpunished, pursued them and put 
them to flight This spirited attack disconcert- 
ing their intention of returning, prevented mis- 
cbie^ and possibly saved the life of the Mission- 
ary. As it was, the awning of the window 
burst into flames. A cry of fire was raised 
without The mob of gentlemen within were 
ready ; when one of the members, with great 
presence of mind, ran in and said, ^' Do not be 
alarmed: it is only a cracker." Tranquillity 
was restored ; and Mr. Shrewsbury finidied the 
service. 

. And now 1 must tell you of whom- the . mob 
consisted. Not a negro— not a mulatto. It 
consisted of planters, merchants, and traders., 
Mr. Shrewsbury has given me an apt illustration 
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off dieir quality, by saying, " Divide the whole 
population into four parts — ^these were the se- 
cond and third — neither the very highest nor 
the very lowest.*' 

You will suppose that, by this time, tibie Ma- 
gistrates, remembered that they bad a duty to 
discharge — saw that the disturbance began to 
\i^ear an alarming aspect, and interfered. One 
of them did interfere. He summoned Mr. 
Shrewsbury before him — ^not, however, to state 
the nature and circumstances of the riot, or to 
identify the rioters — but, as an offender himself, 
fbr not having enrolled himself in the Militia. 
From which, and from all military service, he 
being a licensed minister of religion, is exempt, 
under the Toleration Act : but, it was imagined, 
that that Act, not being specially mentioned in 
the Militia Act, did not extend to Barbadoes* 
Availing himself^ therefore, of this pretext, the 
Magistrate summoned Mr. Shrewsbury to a 
public meeting, where he knew tiiat, if Jhe had 
attended, he would be torn in pieces by the 
mob. The namie of this Magistrate is Mr. 
Moore. 

Qn Wednesday, the 15thi Mr. Shrewsbury 
determined to hold his usual service ; but, so 
laige a concourse of persons assembled, and their 
conduct and language were so alarmiiig, that he 
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w^sglad to esciape to the house of a relation ; and 
he never after returned. But, in order to shew 
how planned and organized the whole thing 
was, a party of gentlemen galloped down from, 
the race-ground at seven o'clock, drew up in 
front of the Chapel, and, seeing tlie windo:w» 
and doors closed, cried out, " the coward.has 
fled ; the coward has run away ;" and retn^> 
amid the plaudits of the raoh. . 

The next day, Mr. Shrewsbury waited on the 
Governor.; and, as there is some slight imma- 
terial difference between the report of the Go-* 
vernor and of Mr. Shrewsbury, as to what took 
place at that interview, I shall follow the ver- 
sion of the Governor, in all points in which 
they differ. After introducing himself, Mr; 
Shrewsbury said, " My congregation are iiot 
suffered to worship God in peace." The Go- 
vernor advised him to apply to the Magistrates : 
meaning, but not stating, that if they did not 
do their duty, he would afford him protection* 
Mr. Shrewsbury said, " There can be no use in 
applying to the Magistrates : they are among the 
bitterest of my enemies ; and nothing can prove 
it more than this : three years and a half have 
I been in the colony ; I have never been sum- 
moned to serve in the Militia^ but now that 
the mob are bearing me down, the Magistrate, 
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instead <^ affi>rding me protection, summons 
me to a meeting, where he knows that if I 
Appear I shall lose my life." Mr. Shrewsbury 
retired, saying, " In applying to your Excel- 
lency I have done my duty : I can do no liiore." 
But the Governor, it seems, still thought that 

he would apply to the Magistrates. That is his 
apology: and, let it pass for an apology. I 
understand that the Governor is a very respec- 
table man, and wishes to perform his duty : but, 
he 18 placed in circumstances, in which any man 
might be embarrassed and overawed. Besides, 
he was very unpopular at that time : and the 
cause of his unpopularity is remarkable. A plan- 
ter, named Best, had, a short time previously, 
flogged a negro to death. He absconded, and 
a* reward was offered for his apprehension. 
Another planter, seeing a woman plucking a 
few handfuUs of guinea-grass, fired at her. The 
ball lodged in her back; and she died. He 
left the island, and a reward was offered for his 
apprehension. A white man was found dead 
in a wood. He was a man of dissolute and 
drunken habits ; and the Governor, thinking 
he had fallen a victim to his own intemperance, 
ofi^ed no reward for the apprehension of the 
murderers ; upoh the very intelligible ground, 
^t he ^did not think a murder had been com- 
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mitted. This gave great offence. It was Aaid, 
" Here is notorious partiality — a slave or two 
are unfortunately killed, and a reward is offered ; 
but now one of our own body, a white man, is 
found dead, and no reward is offered for the 
perpetrators of his death" — the perpetrator 
being, in all probability, the rum-bottle. The 
Governor was unpopular— he could do nothing ; 
at least, he thought so. He treated Mr. Shrews- 
bury v6ry kindly ; said, " I am extremely sorry 
for you — I wish you well— I have been abused 
mbre than any man in the colony — and the arm 
of protection extended to you would be repre- 
sented as an arbitrary act," says the Governor— 
" an act of tyranny," says Mr. Shrewsbury, And 
that is the most material difference between them. 
Mr. Shrewsbury did not apply to the Magis- 
trates. And, as this is the only occasion in which 
there is any pretext for charging him, even with 
aii error of judgment, I shall inquire, whether 
he ought to have applied to the Magistrates. 
To' which of them should lie have gone ? To 
Mr. Haynes, who said he would lead the way, 
and pull down the Chapel at noon-day ? To 
Mr. Moore, who summoned him before the 
Court, where to appear was to perish ? To the 
Magistrate, at whose shop fiie bottles were pre- 
pared ? To Mr. Newsome, the lawyer, or to 



Mr. WaltoQ, jun^ of whom I will ^ay something 
pffesenl^y? To address himself to these, was 
to address himself to the bitterest of his eiiemiessu 
Andi if it be pretended thsU;, had he gone to 
thetn^ he would, have received protection, I 
answer distinctly, that it is clear he would not, 
for this reason-T-they afterwards, by their own 
confession, knew that the: mob had assembled^ 
were pulling down the Chapel, and, for aught 
they knew, murdering the preacher ; and their 
own account of their conduct is, that they .went 
home and went to bed* Now, will it be believedt 
that those Magistrates, whp .did not interff^re 
when the rioters were in action,, would have inter- 
fered, from the mere rumQur of a riot, coming 
from so, suspiciouii and obnoxious a quarter as 
Mn Shrewsbury ? . . 

But, Mr« Shrewsbury did seek council and 
assistance : and, he sought it in a remarkable 
quarter* This fierce sectarian, plotting the der 
struction of the Churph, and living in bitter 
enmity with its professors, wait to a clergyman^ 
whose kindness then displayed to a poor friendt 
less Misuonary, hunted for his life by an infu- 
riated mofe. 1 will ^w retum-^y concealing 
his name ; knowing, that if I were .to mentioni 
his name with approbation, the fate of Mr* 
Austin of. Demenira would await him. - There 
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i^ in the transaction at Barbadoesi as there Avas 
also in that of Demerara, that which, of all 
things, I hate the most— a rank, fierce, furious 
spirit of religioui^ bigotry, dominant in the 
land, and pursuing its victims, the one to death, 
and the other to exile. But, there is that also 
which does honour to human nature, and casts a 
glory round that Church to which I belong, and 
which I prefer to all others ; namely, that these 
poor victims— Dissenters, Missionaries, Metho- 
dists, though they were — ^found their best friends 
and their most faithful advisers, in the ranks of 
our Clergy. Mr. Austin, for the most noble 
act which has been done in our days, is a ruined 
and a banished man : and, I spare the name of 
the other, in order to spare him — the honours, 
indeed, but — the sufferings of martyrdom. 

The Clergyman advised Mr. Shrewsbury to 
apply to the Council — (observe, he did not re* 
commend an application to the Magistrates ; he 
knew them) — ^and, in the interim, he recom- 
mended, that the chapel should be closed. Mn 
Shrewsbury, in both particulars, followed his 
advice ; though somewhat contrary to his own 
judgment. He was rather disposed to brave 
the storm. He determined to apply to the 
Council, which was to meet in the ensuing week ; 
and, the next Sunday, his Chsqpel was dosed. 
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s^d he» with as ma^)^ of his a^gteg&tion as he 
oauld collect, littiended the established Church; ': 

Had itiatter& stopped here, it would have fur- 
nished the most perfect ^tnple of intolerance, 
save the sister ca^e iti Demerara, which has been 
ex4iibited for many a day, in any part of th^ 
British dottoinion& A riot, Sunday, October the 
5th. A dis*urbatice> Wednesday the 8tb* A 
storm, within and withduft, IPtiday; the 10th. A 
very serious riot, Sunday the 12th. A public 
and most alar^ng commotion, Wednesday the 
15th. And> by Sunday, the 19tb, the chapel 
closed, the preacher fled, his congregation dis* 
persed, or coUected within the walls of the' 
church. No interference on the p&rt of the 
military — ^no |H*otection from the Magistrates—* 
no succour from the Governor — no symptom- 
that there was such a thing as law in Barbadoes ! 
Had it stopped there, it would have deserved, 
indeed, the name only of a riot — ^but, a riot of 
the worst spirit ; and, considering ^a^iere it was ; 
in the heart of a negro population — when it was ; 
at the moment when the minds of the negix>ei» 
were agitated by rumours of conceded liberty, 
a riot of the most dangerous kind. 

But, subsequent events cast all these trans- 

. gressions into the shade. Hereafter it assumed 

a new form, and exMbited a contempt of law. 
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Qidefknce of avithority,.^hiQfa change? the name 
and the character of the tran^ctiQTi. On Friday, 
the 17th, a Secret Cammittee had met^.and 
issued a Circular, which, for disti|iction's sake, I 
will call " Prpclamatipn th^e. First.** It states, 
that the gentry and inhabitapts ^f B^rbadoe» Had 
determined to meet, on the fpUowing SundiE^y, 
for the purpose of pulliqg down the Methodist 
Chapel ; and it invites the person to whpm it 
was addressed to appear in his.plaoe, properly 
provided. The . proclamation had its effect. 
They met. And I must now tell you, of wjbom 
they consisted* Not a negro an^ongst them-^— one 
mulatto, and only one. And, in order to shew 
the feelings of the coloured population, on whom 
the safety of theCplpny, in a great measure, rests, 
and to offend whom is to risk the safety of the 
island, it is only necessary to state, that though 
they behaved with the most perfect propriety, 
have never repelled force by force, or outrage 
by outrage ; yet, so sensibly have they felt this 
insult, that no one of them has held any inter- 
course, or exchanged a giqgje syllable, with that 
man of their number, who joined the rioters. . It ' 
consisted of whites, and was headed by persons 
of influence. 

. And now, as to their numbers. " It consisted," 
says the Goveroor, ^* of ^n immense concourse 



of persons// It consisted, sayis sLneyf^yfitf^ef^ 
« planter, an enemy of Mr. Shrewsbury^ of ^* a 
tiioiisand bead-strong fools." Whether they 
were 01* were not bead-atropg fpols» I leave th^ 
Qouse.to judge; but, I, dpubt whether they 
amounted to a: thousand. Mr. Shrewsbury^ mth 
that indisposition to exaggerate, which ha3 
marked all his communications with me, says, 
that he thinks that: the numbers have been ex* 
aggerated — that they did not exceed four or five 
hundred ; part of whcnn came provided with 
implements to pull down the Chapel, and. part 
armed with swords to resist :Uie military. That 
they, were thus, armed, I state; first, bn the 
authority of Mr. Shrewsbury ; but, secondly, on 
the better authority of the planter I have alluded 
to ; who says, << I ani just returned from wit- 
nessing the effects of an infuriated mob of 
headrStiong. fools, so desperate, that they had 
determined to resist the military.'' And. the 
Governor puts it out df all question, by Sfayiag, 
'^ the Chapel was pulled down by an immense 
concourse of persons, many of whom^were 
armad.'' They broke open the wiq^ws and 
dooTB of the Chapel, destroyed the: benches, 
p«ws» and pu^t» and tpreiand trdd, viiKlef; {bK>t» 
a large collectiito of bibles and tpMti^itii$ndeii 
Idt tiie use of the. negroes and the achopl. They. 

E 



96 

tiM^ itormed the dwelling^bduse, destroyed, 
every article of furniture, chopped in pieces tbe 
tables and the chairs, unroofed the house, and, 
making a flag of his linen, which they had coK 
)^cted^ waived it in the mr three times, gave 
three cheers, and, it being now twelve o'clock 
it night, and they having been occupied labo<* 
riously for five hours, they adjourned until seven 
o'clock the next evening. At that time they 
met, according to appdintment,^ in the some 
number, with the same spirit, with the same dufs« 
eipline, and completed the demolition of the 
Chapel. " High-handed Work," says the Editor 
of a Colonial paper — << High-handed Work'' be 
heads his article — *^ the Methodist Chap^ in 
Bridge-town has shared the fate of the temple of 
Jerusalem-— not one stone is left upon another;'^ 
The victory being thus obtained, nothing re^ 
mained but to announce it in due form. And, 
accordingly, announced it was the nexsb dayv in 
these terms : — 

^< Great and signal Triumph over Methodism; 

and total Destruction of the Chapd I! ! 

'^ BridgeMfm, Taesdby, October 21, 1^& 

'^ The inbabitanta of this island, are leiqMCi' 

StUly inlertned^ thatr in consequence of the usk 

merited i^ uftprovoked: abtackis^ which have 

b0ei> repeatedly inad« Qponf the communitjr ii^ 



the MethoiUst Hisnanliries (otherwise Icatdwn m 
tgeots to fke vUlabous Afiicafi Society), a partjr 
0f respectable Gentlemea fonned the resobtiori 
of clofikQg the Mediodist concern altogether: 
with this viisw they comoienced their kboiirs <m 
Sunday e^evABg ; and tbef h»ve tibte greatest 
latisfaclioo in anoouneingt that by twelve 
Q^xiock last might they effected the total destMo« 
tion of the Chapel. To this iaformi^oii they 
have to add, that the Mtssiooary made his es- 
eiqie/yMterday afbraoon, in a snail vessd^ for 
StVincrat; thereby avoiding that exprelisidn of 
the public feeling towards him^ personally, which 
be had ao richly deserved. It ja to be hoped/thati 
as this ioformatton wHl be circulated thre«^gtb 
oiit the dalKffent islands and colonies, all personi 
who consider thenasdves true lovers of reli^il 
wsBl follow the laudable examj^le of the Barbfti^ 
dianfi» in putlrag an end to Metliodisos aii4 
Methodist €h9qpels thrmi^out the West^Indiea/^ 
The next day, ttie Qowmm issued his IV«^ 
clamation, ^^ffering a reward for tfate deteotioo 
(kf llie Jiot^s ; .but» 1^ ioferealiQg, almost *sup- 
pHeatjag language^ iti whij^ it is couched) clear* 
ly proyies tbtft tbe'w^ wa« nastQr& The real 
ttilfmr <tf ft i$ jthis : '^IVay# gentleaieii^ refkd- 
Jtet ynursdives. If yott are pleased thus to p«fV 
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the Heroes,' who can t^U but * that the hegroesr 
may follow the example, and pull down your 
houses?** Having thus, as he hoped, seduced 
the more respectable into a belief, that, upon the 
whole, it were as wdl, for the sake of example, 
not to pull down innocent men*^ houses, he 
ventures to offer a reward for the apprehenstdn 
of the offenders, and ends in the usual form, 
" God save the King !'' 

The next day, the rioters put forth a counter* 
proclamation, mimicking that of the Governor, 
beginning " Whereas,'* &c. and ending " God 
save the King and the People." But, if they 
mimicked the form, they by no means attempted 
to imitate the very humble strain, in which the 
Governor's was couched. Bold defiance of the 
law — ^vengeance, desperate retaliation against 
any who might dare to inform— a boast, that 
the^y had done the deed, and would do it agaih^ 
if opportunity occurred-^-^ boast, that perjury 
would protect them, is the bdd tenour of Pro- 
clamation the Third. It runs thus: — 

«* Bridgetown J Barbadoes, October ^,18^. 

« Whereas a Proclamation having appiearedj 
&c. &c., public notice is hereby given to sudB 
person or persons who may feel inclined,' mthei* 
from pecuniary temptation or vindictive fe^lih^, 
that shouM they attempt to come IPorwar* to 



ts^%m aajshape,- dfiy iadividual, i3my ah^ 
receive' that' ^nislniient wMch their critne^ will 
JHsdy des€&r*te/* [That is, obey the laws, assist 
the GovetBor 4n this emergency, act the part of 
a good cidzoi, and you shall receive the ponish- 
jDoent diie to tha* crime*] '^* They are to under- 
stmd, that to impeadb is not to convict, and 
thatthe ceward ofiered will^bnly be given lijkin 
conviction ; which cannot beieffc^ted whilst ^^ 
people are firm to themseltes:" [that is, **iMi. , 
l^eaiah you may, convict yoW caniiotj foe we 
aliall he the jur^en, andlitni (to eaob o^^<^ 
bring the ri^^r to* trial sf ^ yi<ki iplease^^m alkd ^ his 
guilt as clear (as < ^e sunf ai s ivoon^day -^ an* ^so^ 
datioa stronger <^n the ^ law% wbil;h^ \iw^^ ftt 
theobligationof aboatb^ and converts lire' Juf^^ 
bojc into the i;i^brst engitie of<potitkai» bpp^ession, 
wall ^screen the offender. He^ shall escape^'^bbt 
you ahall stand in bis place-^the Governor t^Us 
you, that you sh^l receive a reward of ^«^10&; 
but, we tell you, that you shall die the death 
which your crimes have> nierked/*]. *^And 
ilbereas, it : may appear^ to ^bee persons .wiio 
^f^ unacquainted with the (#cuimtaiiiee» ifHio<lh 
pccasioned tbe^. ^fistd^ Frodbunatioii, ^tbat tlm de^ 
imdHttoniofrttte Chapel was^ jeiSdctbdby the 
i^bl^o^ this community^ ill or^^ toi oiMfte 
^dis^ji rioi^ and insubanMmti^;^ > 



l^fm ihe. laws of the ;CQuptrj» and to«idiv^ 
|;pQd arcbr:-'It is .conndered «i utoperatum 
duty ti> rep^lthe diarg^i and to. state; firsdjTi. 
that: the majcoiil^y of the }itersQiis assembled weM 
of the jficst raGq[)ectal>Uity, and were suppoilied 
by the oonciinreiiae of iniiie-teiitfas of the oomi 
tnimity :*^^^eecMd]y» that their aaotives wwe 
patnptsc. laod k)yal^ namely^ .to eradicate f^oiii 
lJbii» stiil the geirm of Methodtstn, which imi 
sfMeBdjing its bamAd tofloenoe avitr a cei|taif| 
$||U39^ 4Dd v^hicb ulliiiiately wovdd have dnjiurec} 
both Church and State. With this view, the 
clijiiap0l if^as demolisbed, and the viUammi 
pi;ieftcher, who faeadied it and belied m, -wm 
ff)mp^^d^ by a speedy flight, to mvaove himaetf 
from the. islaod* WUh a ih^d determinatiod^ 
tbet^ore^ to put an end to Methodism id thii 
i9)4nd, aU l^thodiat preachers ace warned not 
it{)44?ftl9aph aui: ehores ; ac^ if they do, k wiU 
be at their own peril *God saye Ike King 
andihePeopW' 

The moment I read this Pwdamatioii^ I 
aiady ** This is of Iridi extraction : it isdaptaki 
Aoek gone over to the Wirat^Indies ( it is bis 
Jaogjiagp, and his mode of penniasian.^' But, I 
did not. dream, that tibe Tesemblanoe Di4i&ih i 
disooyecied was designed. It was, lioweirer : fiir 
thfinext Prpekmation oame out ^h the ai|^ 



wmm^ o£ '^ Captain Rocik." Wben the Govern 
ttor 9KW thid Proclamation, he asked the Council 
idbiat be should do ? and tb€^y answered^ ^^Nothing 
at all" — and, nothing has been done. 

t now follow Mr. Shrewsbury. He had re- 
tired^ on the Wedn^sdiy, to the house of a 
relative* Oti the Sunday evening, he received 
ifttformation^ that the mob declared, that as soon 
as Ibey bad finished the Chapel they ii^ould pro- 
ceed to the house of his relation, search it, and; 
if ttey found him, bang him. Having no reason 
to dotibt that they would be as good as their 
wwd,. he retired to % bouse a€ a short distance 
ftom the town, and nearer the sea. His wife, 
wbo wia9 not in a con(Ktion to move, was con-k 
oesled in the hut (^a negro. In the middle of 
tbe night, some horiemin! giiUoped up to the 
house which be had left, crying out^ ** Dowd 
with the Metbodists ! down with all the Metho* 
diflts f' but, no attAck was* m^e. 

Tlie next morning, Mr. Shrewsbury received 
qpmmuntcations from many of his^ friends^ aU* 
saying, <^ leave the isAind without a momentV 
delay c no man^s Me wKs ever ki greater danger : 
the rioters are in search of yom ; and if they' 
catcb you,; wdUuildoabtedly put you to death.^^ 
Ufoti tihi8^iirteIligei)Ge» taking Uit wife with bmw 
fiMle sto^e wafr-in a cdedstlocihto move, he tm^' 
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barked on board a small vessel, and sailed for 
St. Vincent's. In the passage, his wife was 
taken ill ; and was delivered shortly after her 
arrival at St. Vincent's. 

And this brings me to a part of the conduct 
of Mr. Shrewsbury, which I cannot mention 
with . sufficient admiration ; especially as con-f 
trasted with that of the rioters. One might 
suppose that, by this time, their rage was cooled^ 
The chapel was down^— the preacher fled— and 
they had destroyed every shilling of the man's 
property. One might have thought, that they 
would have felt; if not remorse, at least weari- 
ness — satiety — that amnesty which follows gra- 
tifiedrevenge. -They did not. They published 
their manifesto, glorying in whiat they had done, 
regretting only that he had. escaped with his 
life, and vowing vengeance against Methodists 
and Methodism. It would have been but natii- 
ral, I say, if their wrath had, by this timcy 
evaporated ; and natural, also^ if Mr. Shrews- 
bury's passions had been roused and exasperated^, 
by the treatment he had received. A sense of 
his wrongs and of his innocence— the loss of 
every shilling of his property— the destruction 
of hi^ chapel— the extermination of his Mission^ 
<-^i say, it would have been but human, nature, 
if these bitter recollections, rushing iipan his 



(imnd, at tbe moment of his leaving, had driveQ^ 
him» as oppression driveth a wise man mad, so far 
;tO forget himself, as to poiirforth execrations upoQ 
the head of his tormentors. He did write a letter : 
and,, such a letter! — not an angry word in it — ^not 
a complaint— not an unmanly lamentation-^-nao 
atteinptto stir up the passions of the negroes. He 
just glances at his sudden departure, and then 
leaves that irritating topic. He expostulates witli 
the negroes. Admonishes them to avenge his suf- 
ferings? No: but to peace, tranquillity, obedience, 
aridcheerful submission. This is part of the letter: 
*^ Be patient towards all men. Never speak 
disrespectfully c^any in authority, nor revilingly 
cf any oiie who injures you. Whatever you are 
called to sujQSbr, I beseecK you to take it patiently. 
In general, it will be best for you to be wholly 
silent. From the affection you bear towards 
me, you will, perhaps, find it difficult to refrain 
when you hear me spoken against : but your 
wisest plan will be to hold your peace, for you 
would be in grea^ danger of speaking with un- 
due warmth, were you to undertake to defend 
my; character. You that are slaves will, I hope, 
be exdeedtngly careful * to adorn the doctrine 
of God' our Saviour in all things.' Let no 
slave who Is a* Methodist be dishonest, or lazy^ 
or; impdrtinent either in ts^ech pr behaviour r^ 
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bi|t let eviery One be ^ber, honesty iadastiiaiii^ 
jQHd usieful to his owner, even as we have tajigUt 
you both in public and in piivatOi ficoni da^ to 
^ay* And as to political matters, whether ye 
be bond or free, never meddle with them j but 
mind higher and better things, the things re* 
Uting to God and eternity* Never speak slight- 
i^S^y of the regular Clergy^ In this respeet^ 
Imitate the example I set you while I dwelt 
imiongyou.'' 

, On Mr, Shrewsbury's arrival at St Vinceni; 
be applied to the Governor, who received him 
very kindly, but told him, that he considered 
him as coming utiider circumstances of suspicion^ 
and that he must suspend him from the exer^ 
pise of his clerical duties for the present* In 
consequence, Mn Rayner, another Missionary, 
went to Barbadoes, in order to collect testimo* 
pials. And this gave a new opportunity for 
exhibiting the spirit which prevails. He was 
BQt permitted to land* He learnt, at ohe tim^ 
that it was proposed to burn the vessel ; at 
another, that boats were to be nvinned from 
^he shore, to drag him irom the vessel, and put 
him to death. And Mr. Walton, jun. whom^ I 
i9entioned before, then a magistrate,^ but jiot 
i)ow a mtagistrate ,*<^fi>r he has met with >ajl.UBfor-» 
tuBate^ccident : he was one night caught in com* 



9S 

^ray "^ASx Mr. Newsoitte, the laiftry er, in the act ik 
bjreaking: the wiiidows of a heater of t^e Methc)^ 
dSbtfiitod^ m consequence, ceased to be a magii^ 

tFate-^McWahoncameon boftrd the vessel, and 

• • • 

giye thetil: a secodd t^ditioi^ of the proclamation; 
He warned Mn Rajnor to be gone in four-and- 
^enty hmirs, or he must itake the consequences^ 
So alarined was the CiEiptain, tifiat he removed 
from Garlilie Bay» where he had anchored under 
the guns of a ship of war, and the officers of the 
vessel went on shore./ They waited upon thos0 
persons of respectability, who had known most 
of Mr. Shrewsbury J but, such was the terror 
that prevailed, that many of them refused to 
give testimonials, sayings their life would be in 
danger. Others did give some; but. in ^ar 
and trembling, and under a pledge of the con« 
eealment of the names. I hive these testkno^ 
niab in my ;hand,, nine in number ; and they 
dre^xactly what oae would have expected. ^^ I 
solemnly c^date,'^ says the first, <*that I ne^t^ef 
heard iMTi Shrewsbury utter one wordt tendipg^ 
t^ofasubordinafion." ^ As to the negropsi*?^ 
says ihe second, " he was always particular ttf 
teaching them: dieir duty ,to their mastiers, ai 
part of thdx duty to God.'* And they al> rtitf 
ill the aame irftrain. Witii these testimeniaii 
Mr. Banker retur&ed to St Vir^cebt, atid d^ 
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livered them to the Governor, 'So' sattiified mas 
he' mth them, thatwi^n an hour Mr«:8brewsP- 
bury recdved a letter from him, Btating; th|it he 
>vas at liberty to preach in any part x>f^his go^ 
vernment : and he preached accordingly llie 
next day. Mr. Shrewsbury remained for some 
time in that island, and is now in England. And, 
if any thing were wanted to complete the tenor 
of his character, it is the way in whibh he speaks 
of the treatment he has received. He never 
speaks of the transactions, without introducing 
every imaginable circumstance of palliation ; nor 
of the actors, except in terms of undissembled' 
charity. 

At Barbadoes the ferment continued. They 
had then time to refer to the paragraph in their 
second proclamation : *' It is hoped, that as this, 
information will be circulated throughout the 
difl^eUt islands and colonies, all persons who 
consider themselves true lovers of religion will, 
follow the laudable example of the Barbadians, 
in putting an end to Methodism, and Methodist 
Chapels, throughout the West-Indies.** And»< 
accordingly, they sent a deputation, consisting, 
of from eight to ten persons, to the neighbour*^; 
ing Iislajids; in order to induce them to folkiw 
this * laudable example of Barbadoes, and pull 
dotm the chapels. Tluos commission landed at 



^dti^JtmelSi •'tM'^^je^! and tiig^Gbvertttiii: 
owlerea <lietti tO'be igottfe'lri' tin h(idr^< 'I'fe**^ 
hua^ dt <f ridicNrdi the» > ^vetot»r " or^iibittcl 
i&6ay<iirib five'itiiiilUtbs. Atid, at Gf^tt^ Ih^ 
tfcf^mth tarn m>kmhospimi6'1ieci^^i'Tfie 
GroveriKM* sent a iiody of sbldkra to taifce- 'tt^ 
ilfto^Cujftody, if they landed.- Tliey rattiihiedi 
therefore, to BattM^oes, firom a very- titi^d<jees^ 
ft»I.eitobassy.'' '••''M r' •■• 

I)(i that M^nd things remained Vt^ry-itiiich itt 
the same siatb. The bob had gained ^ aia absoi- 
lute victory. No Methodist was allowefd td 
preach : no Missionary was pennitl6d to knd: 
and no man ^as brought to trbl for the^ d^isio^ 
iiticm of the chapel. Montii ^Iter month el^pi^ed^ 
And now, at all events, yoa will antidpatef, &M 
passion hbd cootod^ and that'tfedson and com- 
moh sense resumed their sway. It was not m^ 
however. They determined to celebrate the 
antiiversary of the demolition of the chapel, bjf 
a sittikr tfutiragig. Tbey^ Ibnnd out, that a re- 
spectabli^ cbloured woman was a Methodist, aiid 
inropiosed to pull down her bblise. Now, there 
is'MmethingsoincrediUe in this, thitt I muist re* 
sort to my authority. You wiK find it in the 
Governor's d^patcb, dated December S, 1 8S4« 

'^ It wlkS' intended and proclaimed most pub^ 
licly to meet in honoiu* of the anhiversary ol" 
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4j^4^?Anie^q of the Metbojdut ,Chaige\t and to 
|Mill.dow^^ iiQ^SQ , }>di^ging tQ a;qo}<)ured Afor 
^d|l«^.w^?fl,/\yjy) held mpf^gf in h^r boMMt 
W(fl098fiW»l9e>.ofi?f;Wch, I or^fif^i^wbolft-pf 
Ste «»Sit%r^».<«^Wn«Utia, an4(lij^&gj«ar49» )tQ^.b# 
pcepaced^fu^d uqder arms on \h9 .evening {Ctf th^ 
^Jlf ;fftjProGlaiim«d, and the ffl[»gi8trates tp Mt 
^in^)leflfiar thf 8{M)t before;4ar|£-'* < . . 

It was ^'proclaimed most publicly :'' and 3^14 

\#)[:1^(9< t<^:^«ar ta^ Itwm* of. 4*1^ - pwciam^ijn. 
ItytNiato.alUhiepU^rs. It isi sign^ « Rock-V 
l!k sfates, tbat:;the actors in th^. former scene hwQ 
foraifld thep^lvesjiato " aCopaaiittee'of Piri)Uo 
§?ft*y rJ. th^^Jh^ey .h*?e taken.^ name ojf.f«,th« 
\K^<»thy»** ..Jtinvites-.the Wqrtby totseet^in 
If^Yfl pdharnm^f/' w* the 19th pf OetQber.and 
aj^j dinger Jx>prp?i$(Bditp puU dpvn abotMift; 
*5;Wh$f^Methodi{^bl9gau-fi^n:tP;reftr itshii 
4^u$,^^d>"> The Wfirtliy aije pqjpined.to.ccmd 

i^m^.jrtiat' ift fumiff:^^ pC.itbfipest ahonlil 

ie^}th§y ini^tibft a^t to sle^ with:t^(!i|5 
fjffgffktlffirs.** . T^eyiireaniiwajed^ theiK'e|ij9«ft 
]ff^im py. the.inefflOJfy Qf.tbpjfflfnwr 19<ifc<fflf 
Qct»be& . •♦ ^i^g,)! ,Hipre,dfi«ir. U^.m»^^ Bath^wf 
ftRn;Tr#falgw ^p,/Bri)t|>ns.'* , TJlWiWhjplec jcpRn 
eludes Wth .4 wl^ipmjpftkh fi^i^^p^te ^^fih 

Wp wSifiWJtGfidjf'j u(5igiwdDj': . ;»,»oiac.V ;; 



iFlie Governor, bm^ver/ivu iJip^^bOe^ 
Me ordeited mi ih6 ts^t^y the I9th iit 
Octbber pused^ingbfibuilyi Bat, let no o^ 
loiagine, thftrthe Goi^eiriior has r^stimed hb kdu 
^tity,ortfeat ih^e ipirkof pers^etition h eittint*^ 
df'even asleep* It is as watv^M as even '>^ 
April last, tile Mittdoaary Society sent bo^^^ 
their number to Barbadoes to rebnild the chfip^^ 
with tibe concterrenoe of Lord Bathu^st^ d(hd 
tlith the eoncurrence of the Honourable Seer^SM 
t^ry, as appears in these Papers. I have sefett 
untiling but the BailMtdMs n^wspi^rs : Wt} 
from them I leam^ that they weire notf>€Mtfitted^ 
to land. The mob agaiif ^ assiiified the funciitffts^ 
of the Oov^nor, and nmnied them fyam ^hb 
shwe, under the penalty of deatii. Laid B^ 
tiiurst is reviled, in the molt unqualified tertns* 
His attempt to affi>rd protection to the Metho-' 
dists is described as the most ^< unlboked-f&r, 
lincalled-for, absurd, and dangerous measure, 
ever contemplated by a British minister^ ;'^ uxiS} 
the* iRight Hobourai^fe Gentieman, Use^^ Sfe»: 
oretary of State ibr Foreign: ASaits, h'^mic/i^ 
£)iared« It is said, «^ the genius of Pudtanistht 
has spread its malign influence ove#' t^e* wbtfld^ 
Cabinet'' I make light of aU this. I itite it> 
aU as nonsense and idle gossip. Buti thei« is^ 
a fact stated, to which I do attach impdrtani5ei ' 
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It aS: stated, that th^. House; of Assembly > ^^lo, 
t^ it remembered, -have never stirred a ^tep to 
biiog the rioters tp justi^s^, have moved at last; 
aiji^ oi^dered a prps^qutipa ^ against a Methodistt 
y^offiaB, who hsis d^oted herself, mosl; virtu* 
Qijsly, to the instruction of the n^gcoes^ for the 
^9)6 of holding religiou3 meetings. Hereris 
the paragraph-r- . 

*5,The Hotjse of Assembly have ordered^ 
prp^cution to .be Moistitated: against a -mulatto 
Vfomapi ibr hol(Hng. public meetings of this de-t 
SQriptipn ; whilst His Excellency the Govehmr,: 
in compliance with Earl Bathurst's instructions, 
has issued a second Circular to the Magistrates,* 
calUqg upon them to afford every protection in. 
their power, even aided by the military^ to the* 
Revei'end Vagabonds above alluded to, w^ki 
. to us has a very portentous meaning, and which 
may God in his infioite mercy avert !'* . > 

Now, can any thing exceed tbe e^<^tery^,of : 
alLtihis ? Was there ever such a train and)d[us^> 
ter of enormities ? Look at it in one view— *it^ 
isreli^ous intolewnce, at its h^h^st point; of) 
ph](0nzy} fire and faggot persdcution* Look at: 
iVm wodier aspect — ^it isE^ unblu^ing jeonittiiiq^) 
q£ aufliority, defiance of law, a; faiuttxpbdaat) 
merely oyer Methodism— (that many gf^dtlemoa 
would : app(Qve>^but a triumph-Qx^r'theiGovcirr. 



4L 

nor tEere, f oyer the Parliament here».and: over 
i^ J^eUng of; the peojpie i>f £nglaii<i Loobat 
thie teiior o£ their ^raeeediiigs* :Firsty it ^ wag 
botaript, att ebullitioo qf fiopiUlar feding & aild». 
haditiSubsided.theiiMand;had proper atcmein^t 
been made^ it might not haio^ deserved. .the>i|kt« 
toiticmof iParliament. * .Bu(y it :^aQts ihe pooc 
apology of' a taiiporary. exoitemeat. It has 
raged<too long.. 'The) 8am& Hamei which ^ biH^t 
forth in I8fid» was raging^ as furiously as every 
at'Uie inoinent«.the .last> d$q>aitcfaes. left the is- 
laiuL It is ia:serieB.^f xidts^r-a .contintut^ of out- 
ri^s-^-na xeign jwhiiih has lasted Idngy tod, it 
the islanders are iitOvb^Jbelie^oiyWhiclL shall 
kst Sor &mtf jo£ the xnostfiuiQasaiid^ deadly 
passions. .-^ < \ .* ;-.. *-. • , ...t.. . j^ ' .-.-. ..u 

p\]liwasbuta riot-~it has mounted into an in- 
liumsction.' I^ de^ anyJawyer.^ to: dteay, .that 
avert acts, of rebellion:. iiave been committed* 
The people are invited .to ^ attend, a meeting 4;o 
pidl-down a-i^chiapg^ ^ They .mfet».jastd..pidl 
down the chapel-^^-^med. to resist the jnilitai^ 
and itoi send any of thetff pest ^\whD tmay- iBl»]> 
tare ^ to sleep with their ibre&thers/- :.. F£odla«- 

mati^ ^ after pradamatioa. is issued^ fnE^f <^> 
fiance to legitimate ^ anthority>-«f4>rea<Mng > 1^ 
sifnrit of revolt, or^> rather, of i triumphaist aad 
predominant rebdUomc j .Emissaries^ ara^i sent 
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forth; ambassadors of persecution, to stir up 
the ambers of civil commotion and religious^ 
discord in the neighbouring isliinds« A Com- 
mittee of Public Safety, on the French plan, is 
appointed. Captain Rock, on the Irish model, 
signs the Manifesto. Unoffending men^ bear- 
ing the passport and safe conduct of His Ma- 
jesty's Cliief Secretary of State for the Colonies, 
are not permitted to land in them. And, so little 
of penitence is there, that the day of Mr. Shrews- 
bury's sufierings is dedicated to triumph, as a day 
'* more dear to true Barbadians, than Trafalgar 
to Britons.'' These tumults, these concerted 
meetings of armed men, to do a lawless act—* 
which act they do — ^these proclamations, em- 
bassies, committees of public safety; and, above 
all^ this act of outlawry, putting the King's 
liege subjects out of the King's peace— I want 
to know what ^ all these amount to. And 1 
want to know this from the Right Honourable 
Gentlemen opposite. I beg to ask them— ^Do 
they amount to contumacy? Ask any body- 
else*— One man will tell you, they amount to 
stark-staring rebellion. Another, desirous to 
palliate to the uttermost, will say, that they are 
very little more thaa the: most daring riot and 
mutiny that ever was heard of But, wUl any 
man say, they are not contumacy ? 
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Now, the Right Honourable Gentleman, the 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, once told 
us, that if he experienced resistance from the 
West-Indies, partaking of the nature of contu- 
macy, he would come down to Parliament for 
counsel and' assistance. And, /^ not this con-* 
tumacy with a vengeance ? Unbridled, un- 
veiled contumacy ? Contumacy pushed to its 
extremest point ? Let us look what it is called 
by the Authorities in the Island, The Council, 
planters themselves, under the influence of 
planters, and in awe of the mob, call it " a dis^ 
graceful outrage;^* Lord Bathurst, who always 
answers the exasperated language of the Colo- 
nists in the mildest and most gentleman-like 
terms, calls it *^ a daring and scandalous viola* 
tion of law." The Governor, helpless as he is,, 
almost shorn of his authority, calls it, in his 
despatch, *^ an outrageous violation of law and 
order, defeating the ends of civil association,^* 
says the 6overnor<-*rendering the laws '^ a 
scourge to the weak,** says the Governor- 
pregnant with ** the very worst consequences, 
and the most evil example,'* in a society of 
Slaves, and <^such as, if it be suffered to pass 
unpunished**— (this is his language, not mine), 
^i^^^ witi' render every man unsafe, in person 
msd in pr<^rty, delivered over to tb^ mercy 
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of a mob.** And this he saysi 'up0n the first 
outrage j which had be^n aggravsited, a hun« 
dred fold, by what has sin^eoeeurrtedi 

Now, the question which I wish to propound 
is— 'Shall it pass unnoticed anduncondemned? 
-^^^npunished, I do not say./ I ask no punish* 
ment. I wish every blessing to the planters-^ 
find more especially^ the blessing of a tolemnt 
and peaceable spirit. I ask * only this— Firs^ 
that law should be rd-established^ id Barbadoei^ 
after a long interregnum : Secondly, that tfadse 
who pulled down the Chapel should build it tip 
ft^ain : and. Lastly, that law* and justice, pro* 
tection^ild toleration,'shoold be secured toaU 
His Majesty's unoffending subjects, in all parts 
of his doiftiftions, ^ - »• ' ' ^ j 

Thus ends my narrative v atfd T'hopfe I have 
kept my promise • of chronicUng the eventsj^ in 
ther ordet in \vhich they took plaee.f' Bttt, 5 
would now throw tnys^M* on the ttodCilgence of 
the House; as ther^ are two observattbnS) ot 
rather two comparisons, which I would fain 
make. I would cooapare/the casef of Smith, the 
Missionary, in Demerara, with the case ^fr the 
JVla^trates of Barbadoes. T wish to put, aide 
by side, the crime of Smi^ and his^ punidbnefit^ 
and l^e crime of the Magistrate!^ of BdJrbadoes 
and their punishment Mr. Smi^ knew that a 
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4i9ttiibaQce;Wa8 approaching^ half lan hour, as 
some witnesses say; a quarter of^an hour, as 
others depose-before the insurtection bewail. 
That is his* criine. The Magistrates of 3arbar 
4oes were Hiummon^ befpte theCouneilj ao^ 
askedi *' .Did you know that a riotous assembfy 
had collected at the Wesleyan Chapel, for the 
purpose of; puSing down that building, and that 
they* Were actually engaged in destroying it?? 
•* I did "-^is the answer of every magistrate 
wh/9 was ill tawQ at th6 time. So far, then> 
they stand in aparily of guilt ; ^ 

/ Mr. Smi);h did something. He feeioOnstrateA 
with the ijoters, tiU bis renKHistrances wete 
che^i^ by a pres^Qted blunderbuss ; but stiQ 
he saved >the life of Hamilton, thet jmanagen. 
^< Pid you,- the Magistrates Mb asked, s'^i^ake 
any effort to disperse the tneetingi aQd .prev^At 
the dei^uctipn of ithe Chapel? Did yiiu. Mi). 
Giil ?V « I used no effort''—" Did you,. Miv 
Wickhftta ?*' '^ I used up eflbrt*'—" Did yo«^ 
•Mr^ Grajit?*' ** I used no effi)rt'On> either of 
ihose nights.*'— "Did you, Mr. Waltbn ?'* «* I 
U^ed noieSoitA on either of those mghtb.V-?t 
^«Did you^ Mr. Wai&?'' "I^made no effofe^ 
i|9Ku:e tbatit Wasiusikss*" Here^ then, Mil 
Sottth thasf tbe adyantfifge of the Magistrates. 
He» did somethings they> nothings 
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^ Mt. iSmith fnadd no commuiiieation to the 
Governor — the time and the distance rendering 
it physically impossible. The Magistrates are 
iteked,' " Did you make any communication to 
the (xovernor on the subject ?'* ^* I made no 
communicatioh to him,*' is the answer of them 
all. 

The poor, reviled Missionary, holding no 
cotnmission, charged with no responsibility, at 
tfen miles distance from the Governor and the 
Military^ because he did not communicate with 
the rapidity of a telegraph, is sentenced to be 
hanged by the neck, until he be dead.— ^ And, 
the Magistrates^ th^ responsible authorities of 
the town; in the neighbourhood of the Bari'acka 
and the Governor, confessing that they knew 
ev^y 'thing, did nothing, communicated no^ 
thing— are sentenced to this punishment — " the 
Council declared their opinion, that the con^ 
dtrct of the Magistrates was reprehensible, with 
the exception of Mr. Moore and Mr. Waith, 
who lived in the country.^' — ** The Governor 
then inquired, what the Privy Council thought 
should be done on the occasion, when the Board 
advised, that his Excellency's displeasure should 
be expressed to those who had neglected their 
duty ; which his Excellency desired the Clerk 
to do." Aodj» evfen this egregious sentence^ 



as far as appe^s from these pi^eM,frir never 
ciu*ried into effect 

So that, for the same qrime, one ntan ii^sea- 
tenced to deaths and another < to a ridiculous 
repriinand, from the mouth of the Governor's 
Clerk. A hundred and ninety-three gentlemen 
voted last session, that Mr. Smith, sentenced to 
death, and hurried to^ an untimely grave, -was 
not punished too severely, ^fivery one of 
them votes with me to-night, in common consist 
tency. For, to them, of all men, must it appei»: 
most monstrous, that the same crime committed 
by magistrates, should be avenged by a sentence 
of displeasure. 

But, there is another comparison infinitely 
more revolting to my mind, and which I cannot 
think of without horror and poignant oommis- 
seration, and without sickening at the idea of 
West-India justice. The rioters were white 
men, and not the hair of the head of one of 
them has been touched. Had men with black 
skins committed such, one-half, one hundredth- 
part of such^ enormities — had they attended 
one lawless meeting— had they fired one house 
—had they sent forth one emissary — ^had they 
issued one. proclamation of defiance — had they 
armed to resist the military — or had >sl : negro 
whispered— (I speak not of an imaginary, but of 
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«n. actual case, detailed in the papars lately laid 
before the House) — ^had a negro.. whispered in. 
the secret ear of his son, one sentence of dissatis- 
fa0tiitMi.:mtk his condition^ or: one hatural ^igh' 
fykihb^rtyp^ Mr]iat. a i. massacre, what lasbii)gs» 
what g^betingy would, have followed !->-how 
woidd <^:Mac Turks, have rioted in the blood 
qf:th^ 6lave3' l-f-bow msould the. halberds haxe 
streamed witb^the .blood. of .men sentenced, 
•£ for mercy's jwke/' as it: was inqiudently called, 
to::.a thousand' lashes, iwlnqh weia iniBctedine 

4. * 

But^ being white: men, and nqt blacks ; dvi* 
li^ed men*: andnot savagesTr>*^gentlemBn,''.£c>r« 
sooth,* '^ of respectability,^' which aggravates tbeic 
giiilt a thousand fold-^their riot is patriotic — 
llieii! proclamation . is loya): because they are 
*iF.ictte lovers of religion," they pull down a chapel^ 
andiptOseeUte their neighbour, but of love <and 
harmpny I ; The/black Idsurgentsbave quivered 
iuider the halberds, and are rotting on die ,gib4 
bets, of Demerarar-lhe white insurgents hold 
the.. King's commission; admimster the Jaws.;: 
4l!e[ the. senators anid magistrates of Barbadoesl 
^/£qiial-{handed Justice" is the boast and glory 
of the British Constitution. 

My motion is t^nperate, perhaps to a fault 
I ask. no puni^ment on any man^ I state 4k 
£tctr: and, in order to prevent misconstruction. 
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I state, in the words of Lord 3athurst, that 
a daring and scandalous violation of la\^ has 
been committed : next, I state, what I believe 
to be a fact, — and shall continue so to believe, 
until r am undeceived by a vote of this House ; 
namely, that we view that outrage with' amaze* 
ment and detestation : next, I say, that we 
will assist His Majesty, in enforcing the rebuild- 
ing of the Chapel, at the expense of those who 
pulled it down : and, finally, I say, that, warned 
by past events, we will now take especial care, 
that there shall be law, justice, liberty of con- 
science, for all His Majesty's subjects in that 
part of His Majesty's dominions, — The Honour-' 
able Member then moved, 

•^ That an humble Address be presented to His 
Majesty, representing to His Majesty that this 
House, having taken into their most serious 
consideration the Papers laid before them rela- 
ting to the demolition of the Methodist Chapel 
in Barbadoes, and the expulsion of Mr. Shrews- 
bury, a licensed teacHer of religion, deem it 
their duty to declare, that they view with the 
utmost amazement and detestation that scanda« 
lous and daring violation of law ; and to be- 
seech His Majesty to take such steps as shall 
secure the rebuilding of the Chapel at the ex- 
pense of the colony of Barbadoes ; and also, to 

H 
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assure His Majedty, that this Hou^ will afford 
him every assistance which may be required, 
in order to prevent the recurrence of such out- 
rages> and in order to secure ample protection, 
and religious toleration, to all His Majesty's 
subjects in that part of His Dominions." 

Mr.WILMOT HORTON said >-He should 
not attempt to follow the Honourable Member 
into the detaili^ of the complaint which he had 
just submitted to the Houde, but should endea- 
vour to confine himself to such a statement as 
would put the House in possession of the know- 
ledge of the real condition of the island to which 
the motion of the Honourable Member referred,, 
at the time when the facts in question had oc- 
Curredj in order that the House might be en- 
abled to forn) a correct judgment of the original 
causes which had led to so unfortunate a result. 
In fulfilment of this duty, however, he should 
endeavour to offer such observations as might 
be* calculated to conciliate angry feelings on 
either side, and to prevent the recurrence of 
such evils for the futur^ rather than attempt 
to follow, step by step, the tninute and substan- 
tially-accurate statement of facts, which the Ho- 
nourable Member had just made. 

No Gentleman could fee) less inctined than 
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be was, to justify so gross an outrage as the 
deslTuction of the Methodist Chapel at Barba- 
does* In fact» a reference to the papers which 
had already been laid before Parliament would 
sufficiently prove the sense which had been en- 
tertained by the Noble Lord at the . head of the 
Colonial Department, of the nature of that out- 
rage. At the same time, he felt how unfortu- 
nate it would be, if any thing occurred of a 
nature to rekindle feelings of animosity, and 
place at issue with each other the Missionaries 
of the Wesley an Society and certain Proprietors 
in the West^Indies ; between whom so much 
misunderstancting bad already prevailed. 

In the main, he agreed with what had fallen 
from the Honourable Member ; but, he must 
object to the introduction of the case of Mr. 
Smith, the Missionary of Demerara. The Ho- 
nourable Member had endeavoured to establish 
an analogy between the case of Mr. Smith, 
which wa^ brought before the House last ses« 
sion, and the present case of the Magistrates of 
Barbadoes ; but, he thought that it was very 
unsatisfactory in principle, if not more objec- 
tionable, to attempt to establish such analogy^ 
and he thought that the Honourable Gentleman 
had failed in doing so on the present occasion. 
It tfas to be remembered, that the subject of 

h2 
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Slavery generally, never could be approached, 
wifhout adverting to the fact, that it was a^ 
state, however objectionable in itself, which had 
received, from time to time, in the most une- 
quivocal manner, the sanction and support of 
this country. It was mixed up, in the minds 
of the West-India Planters, with the question 
of property ; and, if it could be shewn, that the 
irritation, distrust, and dislike, which had beea 
entertained in the minds of the Planters at 
Barbadoes against Mr. Shrewsbury and the Wes- 
leyan. Missionaries, arose from an apprehension 
which they entertained for the security of their 
property, as involved in the possession of Slaves, 
some apology would be furnished by that con* 
sideration. If they considered that the docr 
trines held by these Missionaries were dangerr 
ous to their interests, as being subversive of 
subordination among the Slaves, inasmuch as 
ihey inculcated the doctrine that Slavery was 
incompatible with Christianity, that again would 
make the present case one which ought to be 
considered on its own peculiar grounds, and not 
in analogy with that, of Mn Smith, the Missiour 
ary of .Demerara. — ^Now, whether Mr. Shrews 
bury or the Missionaries ever inculcated tSieisie 
doctrines, or, if they did, whether they acted 
under a sense of duty in doing so, was a quea* 
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tion upon which he would not 'pause to mak^ 
gay observations. He would only say> that the 
state of Slavery being a recognized state, and 
certain rights of property being mixed up with 
that state, it would have beien wise oii the part 
of the Missionaries, with reference to late dis- 
cusjsions which had taken place in Parliament 
on: the subject of that state, to have conciliated 
the Planters, by endeavouring to remove from 
their minds any doubts or apprehensions, that 
they meant, in any degree, to weaken the spirit 
of obedience in the Slave. 
) Now, with respect to Mr. Shrewsbury him- 
self, he did not mean, for onie moment, to raise 
any . argument against the respectability of that 
individuaL Indeed, he entertained no doubt on 
the subject. The testimonials to which the 
Honourable Member had referred came from 
persons of high character, and were, on that 
account, entitled to' every consideration and all 
possible, wdght At the same time, it was b^* 
yond a doubt, that that Missionary, perhaps 
unintentionally, had given offence to the great 
bulk of the white population of Barbadoes, who 
considered tbeanselves likely to be prejudiced 
by his conduct. For, only one month after that 
individual arrived in tne island, he had written 
home a letter to the Wesleyah Missionary 



54 

Society, containing some severe strictures oh 
the state of Religious Instruction, as then exist- 
ing there. These strictures containing, or being 
supposed to contain, harsh refleetions on the 
white inhabitants in general, did excite against 
Mr. Shrewsbury strong feelings of disapproba- 
tion in Barbadoes. Mr. Shrewsbury had written 
to the Committee of the Wesleyan Missionary 
Society, on the 28th of March 1820, in the 
following words : " If we now pause, and take 
9, calm revielw of the moral condition of this 
populous Colony, the sight will be painful and 
affecting in the extreme. Surely, the , fear of 
God is hardly to be seen in this place.** And, 
altiiough, in a subsequent part of that letter, he 
directed his observations towards the free black 
and the Slave population, still, a general censure 
on the whole was considered to have been 
made. 

And here he wished it to be understood dis- 
tinctly, that he had no complaint to make 
against the Wesleyan Missionaries in the West- 
Indies. On the contrary, speaking generally, 
fi^om all that he had heard, he was disposed to 
speak favourably of their conduct and of their 
usefulness. But he might, he hoped, without 
giving any offence, recommend the greatest 
caution to those persons, in the existing state 
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Qffeeiing in the Cc^onies* — It appeared^ too, 
that Mr. Shrewsbury, instead of disarming the 
prejudices which prevailed, had taken steps, 
which were rather calculated to aggravate 
ihem^ With the, view* as he said, of explaining 
the real state of the case to the public, he had 
himself laid a copy of the letter in question' 
upon the table of the public Commercial Room,. 
— ^a step, which many persons in the Colony^ 
considered as not done in the spirit of self^ 
justification, but in that of defiance, and with a 
yiew to shew how little he valued his oppo* 
nents ; — especially as be did this at the time 
when the alarms of the people of Barbadoes 
were excited, not only by the discussions 
that had taken place both in and out of Parlia^ 
ment, but by the intelligence lately received 
of the formidable insurrection in Demerara, — * 
to the supposed origin and causes of which,, 
he should not now advert. Whatever might 
have been Mr. Shrewsbury's motive in this re-^ 
spect, it was sufficient to say, that his conduct 
had given rise to feelings, which led to the cir-« 
cumstances which the House was now called on 
to discuss. 

With regard to the Chapel which had been 
destroyed, he could inform the House, that at 
the period of Mr. Shrewsbury's arrival in Barba* 
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does, in February 1820, so far from its appearing^ 
that there was any general indisposition towards 
himself or his Mission,— on the contrary, every 
sort of assistance and support was given him : — 
and, in proof of this assertion, he could state, 
that one-third of the expense of building this 
Chapel which had lately been destroyed, was 
raised by voluntary subscriptions. Nothing 
could more clearly establish the fact, that this 
irfitation, on the part ^f the people of Barba- 
do^s, did not arise from original ill-will towards 
the Wesleyan Missionaries, but from particular 
circumstances, which had characterized the 
Mission of this individuaL 

The Honourable Gentleman then adverted 
to the argument of the Honourable Member 
opposite, who had observed on the continuance 
of these feelings in Barbadoes up to a late pe- 
riod. To that he would reply,— ^and he did so 
-♦rith considerable regret, — that circumstances 
certainly had occurred, which had a tendency 
to keep alive and continue, that particular state 
of suspicion and jealousy, which existed in the 
minds of the white Inhabitants of Barbatdoes, 
and to which he had alluded ; namely, a jea- 
lousy of the supposed tendency ofthe Wesleyafi 
doctrines to diminish the obedience of the Slave. 
It appeared, that in last Septenibei*, certaih 
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Resolutions were passed at a meeting of Wes- 
leyan Missionaries in Kingston, Jamaica, the 
first of which was expressed in these words : 
*< That they entertain a decided belief, that 
Christianity does not interfere with the civil 
condition of Slaves, as slavery is established 
and regulated by the laws of the British West- 
Indies.*' — ^The Committee of the Wesleyan Mis- 
sionary Society at home thought it necessary, 
explicitly and distinctly to protest against the 
doctrine contained in that Resolution; and 
they declared, that they held it to be ^'the 
duty of every Christian Government, to bring 
the state of Slavery to an end, as soon as it can 

, be done, prudently, safely, and with a just con« 
sideration of the interests of all parties con- 
cerned :*? — and, thus far, they go little beyond 
the Resolutions of the House of Common^. 
They then add, that ** the degradation of men 
merely on account of their colour, and the hold- 
ing of human beings in interminable bondage^ 
are wholly inconsistent with Christianity/' Now, 
pf whatever qualification this, opinion mightbe 
susceptible, to preach to the Slave, that Chris- 
tianity is. his first duty, and to tell him,. at the 
same time, that his ^state of Slavery is wholly 

, incousistentwith Christianity, was to inculcate 

^etrines, which would naturally appear dan* 

\ .■ » 

I 
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gerous to those who felt, that their property, the 
property of their families, and their very exist*- 
ence, were necessarily involved in the posses- 
sion of Slaves. 

The Honourable Member had alluded to cer- 
tain prosecutions, which, it was said, were ^boiit 
to be instituted by the Law Authorities 6f the 
Colony. He could only say, that no such pro- 

^secutions would take place, without a previous 
consultation with the Governmeiit at home. 

The Honourable Meihbefr had expressed little 
or no censure on the conduct of the Governbr 

'of Barbadoes, who, he felt assured that the 

* House would consider, had done every thing in 
his power. In referring Mr. Shrewsbilry to the 
Magistrates for protection, he had felt, that he 
was only giving that importance to the ex6cu- 
tion of the law which it was his duty to give. If 
Mr. Shrewsbury had applied to the Magistrates, 
and they had refused to act, he might then hiVe 
immediately returned to the Governor, who 

* would have found himself placed uilder circum- 
stances, in which he could have had no hesitation 
in interfering personally. But, the impression 
which existed in Mr. Shrewsbury's mind, that 
he would not receive assistance from the Magis- 
trates, was pleaded as an excuse for not having 
made the application. In that exercise of 1m 
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discretion, he considered Mr. Shrewsbury tc^ 
have been entirely in the wrong ; and that he 
was so far responsible for the circumstance^ 
which h^d succeeded. 

He would mention another cause of the cop-^ 

* » ' ' ... 

tinued irritation which had existed in Barbadoes^ 
In the Report of the Committee of the Wes- 
leyan Missionary Society to December 13^4^ 
page 105, were the following remarks, with re-j 
ference to the destruction of the chapel : " The) 
whole shews^ that even the poor excuse of tem- 
porary excitetpent, founded pn p:!caggerated 
reports as to the insurrection in Demerara, anc^ 
misapprehensions as to the contjents of Mr, 
Shrewsbury's letter^ cannot be allowed to. t:he 
leaders and e^cit<prs pf these disgraceful out* 
rages. They argue ^ deeper and more perpnia- 
nent principle— a settled hostility to religion 
itself, and to the religious instruction of the 
negro and polopred population." Now, he 
thought that he could satisfy the House, th^t it 
was not a settled hostility to religion itseli^ that 
existed in Barbadoes, — ^but a jiostiUty to religiorL 
ias they understood it to be preached, or expect- 
ed that it would be preached, by tljie Wesleyan 
Missionaries. The religious establishment whic^ 
Parliament had provided had been received with 
the utin^ost cordiality and ffr?ititude. He lin- 
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derstood, that th6 legislature were prepared to 
grant j£'d,000 towards the expense of buflding 
a new Church' at Bridgetown, and to make an 
annual grant of £600 for the support of the 
Colonial School. The Moravians had lately re- 
ceived from one individual a donation of £2,000* 
But, he would refer more particularly to the 
authority of the Rev. Mr. Hinds, a gentleman of 
the utmost respectability, the Principal of Cod- ' 

rington College, a college under the direction of 
the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel j 
and it was to be remembered, that the statement 
of that gentleman was upon oath. Mr. Hinds 
stated, that when officiating as Missionary from 
the Society for the Conversion of Negro Slaves, 
he made many applications to the proprietors 
and overseers of estates, for liberty to instruct 
th^ir slaves in rieligiori ; that, without any ex- 
ception, all his applications were favourably 
received J and that, in several instances, great 
zeal and earnestness were manifested in the 
cause in which be was engaged. He had 
known the proprietor of an estate himself read 
prayers and explain the Scriptures to his 
slaves ; and be adds, " from the inquiries which 
I made, as well as from my own observations;, 
the impression left upon my mind is, that the 
general sense of the proprietors is in favour of 
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the religious instruction of the Negrctes, when- 
ever undertaken hy Ministers of the Established 
Church." Many additional passages might he 
quoted, in corroboration of this opinion, and to 
diew the extent of religious instruction which 
the Slaves received, not only at the several parish 
churches (which were open at extraordinary 
hours, for the special purpose of giving to. the 
Slaves lectures adapted to their capacity), but 
also at their own houses j and an estimate had 
been made, that 10,000 slaves were receiving 
religious instruction weekly. ... 

He should conclude his' observations by re- 
peating, that he had nothing to offer in the way 
of apology for what had occurred in the de- 
struction of the Chapel, which had given rise 
to the motion of the Honourable Gentleman. 
"He was wilUng, however, not only to hope, but 
to believe; that the actors in that disgraceful 
outrage, although they might have beeil under 
the influence of a sort of moral dementation, 
were not actuated by any want of intrinsic re- 
spect for Religion itself. He hoped, that the 
pi-oof which these circumstances exhibited, of 
the existence of an angry and a dangerous spi- 
rit, would have the effect of inculcating caution 
on all classes of religious Missionai-y Societies, 
and of inducing them to endeavour to disarm 
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that spirit, by adopting measures of conciliation^ 
and thereby to give full effect to those general 
measures of instruction and improvement which 
the House and the Country had sanctioned. 

Mr. WILLIAM SMITH said, that not 
merely for the sake of the Wesleyan Mission- 
aries, or-jjie religious instruction of the Colo- 
nies, but ^oTthfi^ honour of this country, he 
considered the motidH of his Honourable Friend 
9s highly important. It was absolutely neces* 
sary, that a lesson should be fead^to the inhabi-r 
tants of Barbadpes J who had displayetU^^r^^g^- 
out this transaction, as well as upon other occa- 
sions, so dangerous land outrageous a spirit; 
and whose language was little short of rebellid 
He was happy to find, that the Honourable Se 
pretary for the Colonies had allowed their con- 
djuct to be wholly unjustifiable ; though he 
seemed desirous of finding some'ground for it, 
in the conduct of the Missionary Board, or of 
Mr, Shrewsbury. For his own part, he had no 
hesitation in saying, that there was not a sha- 
dpw of a charge against Mr. Shrewsbury. The 
obnoxious L^ter^ of which so much had beei^ 
said; contamed no reflections on the white po- 
pulation of the Colony, half so ^strong, . as thbse 
which were to jbe found in almost every publi- 
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cation, \^hich liad conne, even recently^ ftom 
tbe han^ds of gentlemen, who were the besrt 
acquainted with the condition of the West* 
Indies. 

From the days of Bryan Edwards, down to 
the present year, shnilar descriptions had been 
unifomlly given, by every writer who had re- 
sided there. He could, if necessary, fnrnish 
Instances, abundant and indisputable ; but, this 
facts were too notorious to be denied ; — and, 
whether true or false, these representations were 
not confined to Mr. Shrewsbury^ and could not 
therefore fumi^ ground of charge agaitist him 
in particular : nor, howevfer disreputable Such 
conduct might appear in the eyes of the sober 
part of the British public, were the charges of 
a nature to excite the Negroes to insubordi- 
nation ; — ^but, they were amply sufficient to 
stimulate the Colonists to give vent to their 
dislike of the Missionary system, and to the sple- 
netic feelings which they had long indulged 
ag^nst Mr. Shrewsbury and his Brethren ; -^ 
* 'men, however, whose character ' neither de- 
pended on their report, nor was to be ac- 
cepted from such prej udiced hands. For their 
objects, their deserts, and the ihiits of 'their 
labours, his Honourable Friend, the Member 
for Christchutch (Sir George Rose), would be 
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found a witness of the most accurate infotma- 
tion and the highest authority. To Mr. Bar* 
ham they could also appeal; and to almost 
every gentleman known in this country, as 
connected with the island in a way to do 
himself honour. That Honourable Member 
had also drawn a flattering contrast between 
the effect pfoduced on the Negro character by 

,the labours of the Wesleyan Missionaries, and 
those of the Members of the Established Church; 

, who, to say the least of it, with a very few ho- 
nourable exceptions, had seemed equally defi- 
cient in power and inclination, to render any 
services of this nature with general advantage. 
'He remembered that, some years ago, an at* 

• tempt was made, by a part of the Magistracy of 
Kingston, in Jamaica, to put down the Metho- 
dist and Dissenting Chapels there, by refusing 
to grant licenses to their ministers. Upon that 
occasion, he, with some other friends of reli- 
gious liberty, had remonstrated with His Ma- 
jesty's Ministers on the subject. In conse* 
quence of that remonstrance, orders had been 
immediately sent out, to rescind the measures 

. which had been taken ; and, from that time to 

, the present day, as he believed, no attempt bad 
been there made, again to interfere with the 

. liberty of worship. But, however iroprc^erly 
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thos9 Mfigistmfees upon that occasi^ii m^|ht 
hav^ actedf no riot, no tumult^ had occurred i^-^ 
nQ destruction of property had been committed^ 

JF 

Qor any serious evil felt» but the partial inter*^ 
ruption of the religious service. Such was the 
striking difl^^nce between this proceeding, itn- 
justifiab}e as it was» and the violence perp6« 
trated by the mob, styling i&elf ^' the respecta* 
ble inhabitants of Barbadoesi'' Such men as 
thes^ however, be was firmly persuaded, th6 
'^respectable inhabitants '^ of Jamaica would ut-^ 
terly #9Qwn b» Brethren* He was sure that 
no men would more severely reprobate sudi 
transactions, than the Gentlemen connected 
with that island resident here, with whom he 
h£4 the Measure to he acquainted* And yet^* 
some parts of the HonouraUe Secretary's speech' 
too much resembled an attempt to excuse 
otttra^Sj which had gone the length of defy-* 
ing all legal authority^ and even threatening 
murder. 

The Honourable Secretary had recommended 
conciliation and forbearance. Now, concilia- 
tipn had been very long tried; and, he was 
spriyl^o s^y, had qot produced the beneficial 
eC^cts which had been promised. When Lord * 
S^esforth had proposed a Bill, to declare the wan- 
t^ aod wilful killing of a Slave to be murder, tiie 

K 
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planters pertiDaciously opposed the enactnient } 
-^not on the pretext, that the mere supposition 
of such a law being necessary was an insult ; 
* for its necessity had been demonstrated by a 
recent occurrence — ^but merely because they 
were, forsooth, too faigh«minded to submit to a 
law which they disapproved : and the manner, . 
too, in which it had been refused was most' 
offensive. Nor had he been able to trace, from 
that day to this, any change of feeling in the 
people of that island, which could lead him to 
suppose, that such an outrage as was now com-* 
plained of, might hot, at any time, have been 
committed : the extravagance of the action 
did not, in his miiid, form any presumption 
against its prbbability.-^Stronger measures than 
any which the House had yet taken, were, he 
was convinced, necessary to repress this spirit ; 
and, if some such steps should not be taken, 
on the first occasion which should present 
itself, whether a Bishop or -a Missionary were 
employed in the obnoxious work, the most 
reasonable demands would be rejected, if they 
happened not to suit the pride of the As- 
sembly, or the caprice of the people. There 
had alwiays existed, on the part of the inhabi- 
tants of that Island, the most inordinslte^ and 
ridiculous ideas of their own importance. They 
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seemed, in this instance, to be nearly on the j 

same level with the poor simple Welchman, 
who exclaimed, when he was about to leave 
the city of Bristol, " Alas ! what will become 
of thee, poor Bristol, when I am gone !*' They 
should be taught, that, however valuable to a 
few individuals may be the Estates they possess 
there, to the empire of Great Britain, as a na- 
tional possession, their Island is but as a toy, 
which, if destroyed, would, in a very short 
.time, be scarcely missed, and ere long he quite 
forgotten': and that, instead of being oiie oS 
the props of this country, as had been sillily, 
boiist^d, her conduct tended only to embarrass 
and to tease the too-forbearing Government of 
the 'Mother Country, and to bring the Colonies 
into contempt 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH said, that being con- 
nected with the Wesleyan Missionary Society, 
he must .request the indulgence of the House, 
while he made a very few observations on the 
case now under consideration. The Honourable 
Colonial Secretary, at the commencement of his . 
speech, had stated,- that all these subjects re- 
lative to Missions in the Colonies, should be 
treated in a spirit of conciliation, and not with 
hostility. He cbiild assure the Honourable 

K 2 
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Gentleman, that a spirit of conciliation had uni* 
formly been manifested by Mr. Shrewsbury 
and the rest of the Missionaries, as well as by 
those who had the management of the Wesleyan 
Missions. Nothing could more directly prove 
this, than the conduct of Mr. Shrewsbury, when, 
after the destruction of his houseand property,for 
no offence — when he had been forced ta escape 
for his life out of the island of Barbadoes, with his 
wife, at the very moment she expected to be 
confined, he sat down as soon as he landed in 
St. Vincent's, and wrote that most judicious and 
conciliatory pastoral Letter to his distressed Flock 
in Barbadoes, which bad been alluded to by the 
Honourable Mover. In tiiis letter he entreated 
them not to resent the unprovoked injury which 
they had sustained, but to bear with med^esB 
and patience every insult, and not to render 
evil for evil. Nothing could be more concilia- 
tory, nor better evince the Christian spirit of 
forbearance, than that' admirable letter. 

With regard to the conduct of the Wesleyan 
Mission Committee, although they had deeply 
felt the gross injury and violent outrage which 
had been committed, yet they had excited no 
spirit of resentment at home. The table of the 
House might easUy have been covei^d with 
petitions from all parts of the kingdom for jus- 
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tice in so flagrant a case ^. but, not one had 
been presented^ and, indeed, the present motion 
was not made by the instigation of the Mission 
Committee : it was the spontaneous act of ^ the 
Honourable Moven So far from the Society 
wishing to excite a spirit of resentment, they 
only lamented, that the Gentlemen of Barbadoes 
did not see their own true interest, and encou* 
rage the Missions, as had been done in the other 
West-India Colonies. For, certain he was, that 
the Slaves became more industrious, more sober, 
more honest, and, in every respect,. more va^ua* 
ble^ when brought under the influence of moral 
and religious principles. He did native this 
as hia own ppinion merely ; far he had abun-^ 
dant evidence to prove it. In the year 1817f 
when prejudices were excited against the Mis-» 
sionaries, he, together with the late Member for 
Midhurst, Mr. Thompson of Hull, sent a circu- 
lar letter to the West-India Colonies, addressed 
to Gentlemen not belonging to the Methodist 
Society, inquiring^9to the character and conduct 
of the Wesleyan Missionaries, and of the effects 
produced by their preaching and labours on the 
Slavesr } and be had now in hia possession i^un« 
dance pf lettersi from Governors^ Members of 
Council, Judges, B^rri^t^^s at Law, Physicians, 
Planters aad l^roprietpra of Estates, Merchants, 
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^nd others, bearing ample testimony to the be- 
neficial effects of the Wesleyan Missions on the 
mihds of the Slaves, and of the general gooS 
character and conduct of the Missionaries. He 
\7as sorry that Barbadoes was almost the only 
Colony in which the Missions were not encou- 
raged. Liberal subscriptions had been con- 
tributed to the Missions by Proprietors of Slaves, 
in most of the other Islands. 

He regretted, that the Honourable Secretary 
had made any ianimadversibn on the Annual 
Report of the Wesleyan Missionary Society. It 
was surely necessary, that such a flagrant out- 
rage as the one committed at Barbadoes should 
be noticed in the Annual Report j and it cer- 
tainly had been done in temperate, measured 
language, considering the unprovoked injury 
which had been sustained. The Honourable 
Seerietary had also seemed to insinuate, that the 
doctrines preached by the Missionaries tended to 
inculcate insubordination among the Slaves, 
and to lessen their value. [Mr. Wilmot Horton, 
across the table said, he must correct the Ho- 
nourable Member; he had not given this as 
his opinion, but that it was the opinion of some 
in Barbadoes.] Well ! whether such an opinion 
were held here or there, he would challrage any 
one to prove the fact These Missions were 
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not of yestetdaj, : they had been estabh&hed 
upwards of forty years ; and, during all that 
time, there never had been a single charge 
substantiated against the doctrines taught by 
the Wesleyan Missionaries. Indeed, their doc- 
trines and litmigy ^^^^ those of the Established 
Church of England. 

With regard to the instruction afforded by the 
Clergy of the Established Church in the Colo- 
nies, it was generally admitted, by their own 
Returns to Lord Bathurst's Circular Letter, 
printed by this House in 1818, that the Clergy 
did not consider themselves fitted, or responsi- 
ble, for the instruction of the Slaves; nor had 
they the means of affording instruction. If he 
recollected right, in the Returns made by the 
Rev. Mr. Chaderton, Rector of St. Paul's, An- 
tigua, he had stated, that he could only admit 
about thirty Slaves into his Church after the 
Whites were accommodated ; and there were 
nearly 4,000 Slaves in his parish. 

The Honourable Secretary had charged Mr. 
Shrewsbury with exciting the violence which 
had occurred at Barbadoes, by exhibiting his 
Letter by way of defiance. The very reverse 
was the fact The Letter had been printed in 
the Colony for three years, without exciting 
any particular observation ; but, when the un-. 
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happy affidr in Demerara occurred, it produced 
a bitter spirit aghast all Missionaries^ and then 
the Barbadians endeavoured to find some charge 
against Mr. Shrewsbury. They examined his 
reports, as printed in the Missionary Notices, 
and particularly his Letter of 1820, which was 
a public document in the island, and they gross- 
ly misrepresented it Mr. Shrewsbuiy, merely 
in self-defence,' to prevent such further misre* 
presentation, and from : the best motives, to 
promote peace and good- will, took the printed 
copy of his Letter and left it at the Commercial 
Rooms^ that it might speak for itself ; and he 
would beg permission to read to the House a 
passage from Mr. Shrewsbury's own account of 
this transaction, written at the time; viz. the 
18th October 1823, the day before the riot, and 
which was sent to this country, and printed by 
liie Committee in London, 15th December, 1823. 
" When the intelligence of the insurrection 
of the Slaves in Demerara reached Barbadoes, 
it was publicly posted up in the Commercial 
Rooms, that * The Methodist clergymen of De- 
*• merara were both imprisoned, they being deep- 
^ bf implicated in the insurrection which had 
* broken out in that Colony.* This falsehood, 
stated in so public a ms^nner, set the people in^ 
a flame. Fresh stories were circulated every 
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day. The Island newspapers (one excepted) 
teemed with inveclivei^ against certain hypocK- 
tical characters, who, under the pretence of 
giving religious instruction to the Slaves, were 
introducing principles entirely subversive of 
those foundations on which the comfort and 
happiness of society rested* My letter of 1820, 
#as' again revived, and some confidently assert- 
ed, that I had therein stated, that ' the Slaves 

* ought to take their liberty by force, if it could 

* not be otherwise obtained.' To silence this 
report, I carried the number, containing thd 
Letter, to the Commercial Rooms, that any one 
who chose might read it. This measure con- 
siderably allayed the public ferment, tilt one of 
the printers published scra^ of the letter in his 
paper,4^ith comments up0n i^l^rhich quickly 
revived the public resentment, a;^d increased it 
to a still higher pitch* Npi only wfere my words 
fftl»repredented, but it was further said, and by 
msLtiy believed, that the le^er I produced was 
Dot the real one ; vtbat I had obtained that which 

I made .public from hoOSey itierely to blind the 

, .... • 

eyes of the people j and that the genuine letter 
cltfi^tained the yilest calumnies' against the Bar^ 
badians, that were ever seiit home to England* 

Yet moriEj j every sermbil I ddivered became 

. . . • • • • » 
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a subject of conversation afterwards; so that, 
not a week occurred but I was charged with 
having said something in my public discourse, 
which endangered the peace of the colony ; and 
to all this it was added, that I held private meet- 
ings with the Slaves, to get all the information 
from them I could, to convey intelligence to 
the African Institution. These things have all 
combined to arouse the public feeling against 
us ; and the official despatches relative to the 
late discussions in .Parliament coming at this 
crisis, consummated the whole. I especially am 
npw hated of all men." 

With regard, therefore, to Mr. Shrewsbury's 
motive for taking the letter of 1820 to the Comii- 
mercial Rooms, it was merely to silence clamour,i 
and certainly not to provoke hostility. He had 
received the; most ^mple testimonials to Mr. 
^rewsbury 's general good conduct, especially 
from one highly re$pectable gentleman in Gra-r 
nada, who owned, or had the charge of about two 
thousand five hundred Slaves, with whom Mr. 
Shrewsbury lived someyears, and was particu- 
larly useful in improving the general character of 
his Negroes. As there did not appear to be any 
particular objection to th.e motion, he should 
refrain from offering to the House some further 
observations, which he should otherwise have 
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made, respecting the general object and ten> 
dency of the Missions. 

Mr. Secretary CANNING observed, That 
as it was evident that no possible advantage 
coald result from prolonging the present de- 
bate, he did not offer any apology for address- 
ing himself thus early to the House, for the 
purpose of stating the course which His Majes- 
ty's Government were prepared to take upon 
the Honourable Gentleman's motion. He beg- 
ged, however, in the first place, to advert to 
an expression which had been made use of by 
the Honourable Member who spoke last, in 
referring to the speech of his Honourable 
Friend behind him, the Secretary for the Co- 
lonies, as an intended justification of the pro- 
ceedings which had taken place at Barbadoes. 
The Honourable Member must have given the 
speech of his Honourable Friend that designa- 
tion, from mere inadvertence. Upon a little 
reflection, the Honourable Member would ad- 
mit, that it was, in no fair sense, applicable to 
his (Mr. C.'s) Honourable Friend's statement* 
In all human concerns indeed, it was a difficult 
process to develope the course of a transaction^ 
involving many persons, and diversified by 
many different occurrences^ — ^and to assign in 
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detful the motives and reasons which led ta 
it, without appearing to use, on the one hand, 
inflammatory language, or on the other, the 
language of justification. His Honourable 
Friend (Mr. W. Horton) had endeavoured to 
give such an analysis }— and, the atteippt had 
subjected him to the usual misrepresentations. 

Of tiie transaction itself, to which the papers 
on the table of the House related, it was im- 
possible that tiiere should be more than one 
opinion : namely, that it was unjustifiable, in- 
defensible — a violation of law and justice—a 
defiance of all legal authcn^ity— a flying in the 
face of P^Uament, and of the country. {[Hear, 
hear ! from both dides of the House.] In every 
expre£(^on oi abhorrence at so great an out- 
rage, he fully concurrtd with the Honourable 
Member fop Weymouth j land, if he difiered 
frbm that Honourable Gentlemati in opinion, as 
to the 'mode ift which the House ought to pro- 
ceed upon the occasion, that difierence was 
solely founded on practical cofisiderations, 
ariaitiig out of the circumstataces of the case, 
and not upon a favouiiable estiniate of the cha- 
rlicter of the transaction itself. He admitted 
even^ that it was a case, in which the duty of 
tbe House of Commons would be better per* 
formed by interfering, than hy ^ssing it by 
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time, expedient for .the . House, so $o riegulate 
its interference, as neither to leave uoouurkedt 
on the one hand, th^ expression 0f its iodigna- 
tion^^jior to involve itself, op the ;o|;her hand# 
ia qiwstioris; of unnecesswy di£le#ty. / 
.. The case of Mr. Shrewsbury had been placed 
ia pomparisoQ with lliat of Mr^ Smith, the Misr 
^ionary of Depier£(ta>} but vevy err<»ieo^sly,^$ 
appecu'ed to him C^r. Canning) } since, there 
,was this striking difference in the two cases^ 
Of Mr. Smith h^ yn9^ d^sirQUS of ikying nof 
thii?ig b^sh 0r disrespectful. ^HisguiU; orin^ 
pocence was pot the debate of that night; -7 
9Pd, whatever his ert'Ofs might have .been, he 
had. Gad knew, more than Mdply iitoned for 
them. But^ ifi. Mr* .iSmitb'd case . th^re was an 
imputation of guilt— or bi^vot — (call it by what 
pameyou would), which ^^t leo^it provoked, if 
it did not justify, anitoadveitsipn.* In the con* 
duct of Mr. Shirewsbury, he must be allowed 
to say, thitt therCf did not appear the slightest 
ground of blame or suspicion. .£He£u*, hear!] 

Allusion had been^ made to the Letter which 
Mr. Shre wisbury ;had felt it his duty . to address 
to his correspondents in this country. It could 
not b«r denied, that Mr. Shrev^sbtiry was at 
liberty to write that letter. To Mr. Shrews-. 
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bury, therefore, no blame whatever attached, 
on account of its contents. But, he must say, 
that it was a gross instance of imprudence to 
publish that letter : nor could he conceive any 
thing more likely to paralyze the future eflForts 
of their Missionary, than that publication by 
the Missionary Society. The sending back 
to Barbadoes, to be circulated throughout the 
colony, Mr. Shrewsbury's free remarks upon 
its inhabitants, was to mark him out for dis- 
trust and dislike, if not (as had turned out to 
be the event) for persecution. The object of 
the Missionary Society ought to have been, to 
enable Mr. Shrewsbury to stem the prejudices 
which prevailed against his sect Before he 
had time, however, to conciliate, by his peace- 
able and steady behaviour, those to whom he 
was sent, this firebrand had been flung amongst 
the Barbadians; and, from that moment, all 
the prospects of his individual usefulness in 
. that community, were at an end. But, of this 
unlucky mistake the blame rested not on 
Mr. Shrewsbury. Nor did he state the pro- 
vocation — though a most unwise and unneces- 
sary one — as a justification of the conduct of 
the Barbadians. 

In considering the course which it was the 
duty of the House to adopt upon the present 
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occasion, it was necessary for Honourable Gen-. 
tlemen to bear in mind, that there were four 
classes of persons to whom the . attention of .the 
House had been drawn. In the ^ first place, 
there was that class of unknown persons in 
Barbadoes, who had personally cpmmitted the. 
outrage which formed the subject of the mo- 
tion : Secondly, the insular Magistracy, who> 
it was impossible to say, had done their duty, 
or had even shown themselves sensible of the 
duty which they had to do : Thirdly, there 
was the Governor of the Colony : and, Lastlyt 
there was the Government at home* 

With respect to the conduct of the Governor 
of the Colony, he was disposed to view it with 
great indulgence. - Indeed, there was no dis- 
position, in any quarter, to impute blame tQ 
him. Undoubtedly, it was in his power to 
have called out the military forces under h|a 
command ; but, that was an extreme course,i 
which, the rather, perhaps, from his being. a 
military man, he was unwilling to take, when 
informed by his official legal adviser, that such 
a course was not within the limits of his au- 
thority. The Governor did not appear to have 
been then aware of the extent of that autho- 
rity : but,' having been since instructed, by His 
Majesty^s Secretary of State for the Colonies, 
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that- bis -authority, as Governor, was much' 
wider than he supposed it to be/ he had shewn 
every disposition to dxercise it to its utmost ex- 
tent : which, indeed, he liad so effectually done, 
as to prevent the repetition of similar outrages 
in the colony. ^ 

With respect to the conduct of the Govern- 
ment at home, he thought* it was impossibly — 
indeed, no disposition was evinced — to charge it 
with remissness. Lord Bathurst had done every 
thing in his power, to avoid' a recurrence of the 
di3gracefiil scenes that had l^ken place, by call- 
ing upon the Govertior to exercise an extended 
authority; pronouncing Animadversions on the 
magistracy ; and requiring \ nfiore accurate in- 
vestigation ihfo the manner in which thsH; body 
discharged its functions. 
' It had been ^asked^ why the Magistrates had 
in no way been punished; ^cept by a' slight 
reprimand from the Governor*; and how it came 
to pass, that their dismissal had not been re- 
commended? Looking on the face of the Pa- 
pers, it certainly did appear to him, that many 
of those magistrates ought to be removed from 
their offices*. But, unacquainted, as he necessa- 

« 

rSy was, with the state of society in Barbadoes, 
be was B0% prepared to say, that, if the present 
magistrates wei^ displaced, others could be pro^ 
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cured, who would discharge the duties of their 
office in a more satisfactory manner. This 
could be no very satisfactory reason, to be 
sure, for continuing things on their present 
Tooting ; but, it was an imperative one, if it ex- 
isted : and, not knowing whether it existed, or 
not, the Colonial Secretary of State could not, 
without great indiscretion, and risk of mischief^ 
have sent an order (o displace a whole magis- 
tracy—even if the Government had the lawful 
power to do so. 
^ The fourth Class were the rioters themselves ; 

—^guilty, but numerous, and unknown. In de- 
fence, or in extenuation at least, of the riot, 
blame had been thrown upon the Wesleyan 
Missionaries In general. He (Mr. Canning), 
was not at all inclined to disparage the charac- 
ter of that body, or to undervalue their labours. 
But,' with every due sense of their merits, and 
of the good which they had effected in the Co- 
lonies,-— good, not only spiritual, but political—^ 
he was not disposed to confine the education 
and moral improvement of the inhabitants of the 
West-Indies, to their exclusive protection. He 
was a friend to toleration, in the full extent and 
sieaning of the term ; but, he did not understand 
thftt kind ot toleration, which was to be con- 
fin%d to one particular class or body, to the 
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exclusion of other bodies, equally meritoi'ious; 
He wished the Established Church to live in 
charity with all Sects j and to avail itself of : all 
the aids and appliances which they might fur- 
nish. But, he did not see why the Church of 
England should be considered as the only Esta- 
blishment unfit for its own work ; and incom- 
petent to deal with the subjects and colonies of 
England. He said this in passing ^ because, he 
thought he observed a disposition to raise the 
Sectaries, not up to a level with the Church, 
but beyond it ; and make the Church itself an 
exception, rather than the rule and standard 
of our Ecclesiastical Establishment. 

!Put, to return to the immediate question. A 
reference had been made to certain expressions 
which had fallen from him, in a former session, 
during the discussion of certain propositions, 
calculated to promote the amelioration of the 
condition of the Negroes of the West-Indies. 
Undoubtedly, he had said, that if, in the prose- 
cution of that cause, he experienced resistance 
from the West-Indies, partaking of the nature 
of contumacy, he should consider it right to 
come down to Parliament for counsel and 
assistance. To that opinion' he still adhered : 
and it was plain, that he so far admitted its ap- 
plication to l^e present case, as to allow that it 



was cmef in which something shouM be done by 
the House of Commons. The question was, 
what that something should be. 

The proposed Address to the Crown pledges 
the House to assist His Majesty, in enforcing 
the rebuilding of the Chapel which had been 
demolished, at the expense of the people of 
Barbadoes* Such a proposition appeared to him, 
to involve a most dangerous pritrciple. It was 
t>ne which had very rarely been acted upon in 
•this country. There were, he believed, in the 
annals of Parliament, two prominent instances 
of penal infliction upon a large community, for 
the acts of undiscovered individuals. Those in- 
stances were that of the Porteous riot, at Edin- 
burg, and, more recently, the Boston Port Bin. 
The former had not been without its difficulties. 
The latter was a most inauspicious precedent ; 
and one which he was sure the House would 
not be very precipitate to adopt. If, however, 
the House were prepared to admit such a prin- 
ciple, they should also be prepared, with all 
their hearts, and with every nerve of their frames, 
to follow it up, and fearlessly meet the result. ' 

The ExAutive Government alone could do 
nothing to accomplish the Honourable Gentle- 
man's object The, Address would, therefore, 
be a delusion, if it did not point distinctly to an 
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.act of the Legislature. It was by an act of 
Parliament alone, that the people of Barbadoes 
could be compelled to do that which the Ho- 
nourable Member recommended. But, was the 
House prepared to levy money, for internal 
purposes, upon the people of that Island, who 
had an independent legislature of their own ? 
He begged to be understood, as not giving any 
general opinion, as to the existence or tlon^exifi^ 
tence of that transcendent power in the metro- 
politan Parliament of the Monarchy. That was 
one of the questions which lied deepest in the 
very penetralia of the Constitution, and which (as 
he had said upon the occasion before referred 
to) it would be unwise to stir, except upon an 
adequate occasion. — Was this an adequate oc- 
casion ? He thought not 

Was he (Mr. Canning), however, desirous to 
induce the House to pass over the outrage 
which had been committed? No such thing. 
Although he did not think the case was one 
which called for such an exercise of authority 
as the Resolution of the Honourable Member 
indicated, he nevertheless thought it was one, 
on which it was fitting that the House of Com- 
mons should express its opinion — ^not in censure 
of the Governor of Barbadoes, for the Honour- 
able Mover did not mean to blame him-^nor of 
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tb^ liome Cbvernmenti for that h^d done con- 
fessedly every, thing in its power — ^but, in aid of 
both, and for the purpose of proving to the 
Colonies^ that the opinion of the House £|nd th^ 
country was, that the Governor had done hi9 
duty, and that they were ready to give him their 
support, if necessary, in what future exigencies 
might require to be done. He had prepared ati^ 
Amendment to that effect, which he would 
read to the House : 

• n 

"Resolved, That an humble Address be pre- 
sented to His Majesty, to represent to Hi» 
Majesty, that this House, having taken into 
their most serious consideration the papers laid 
before them, relating to the demolition of the 
Methodist Chapel in Barbadoes, deepi it their 
duty to declare, that they view with the utmost; 
indignation that scandalous and daring viola- 
tion of the law, and having seen with great satis- 
faction the instructions which have been sent out 
by His Majesty's Secretary of State to the Go- 
vernor of Barbadoes, to prevent a recurrence of 
similar outrages, they humbly assure His Majes- 
ty of their readiness to concur in every measiu'e 
which his Majesty may deem necessary for 
securing ample protection and religious tol^ra*- 
^on to all His Msgesty's subjects in that part of 
His Majesty's dominions/' 
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The Honourable Mover would see, that the 
principal difference between the Amendment 
and the original Resolution— except in what 
related to the rebuilding of the Chapel — was, 
the substitution of the word ^^ indignation/* for 
** amazement and detestation/' He believed the 
substituted phrase was the more parliamentary. 
At all events, it was, on the present occasion, i 

the most correct : for it did appear somewhat ; 

extraordinary, that the Honourable Member 
should propose to declare the " amazement" of 
the House at an event, which he had stated, 
both at the outset and the conclusion . of his 
speech, to have been exactly agreeable to his 
own expectation. As an admonition to the in- 
habitants of Barbadoes, and as an expression of 
the opinion- of the House, he (Mr. Canning) 
thought the amended Address would be equal 
in effect to any questionable attempt at morie 
serious practical punishment. Let not the prin- 
ciple of such more weighty infliction be supposed 
to be disavowed : but, contented to meet the 
present occasion with what was sufficient for 
the purpose^ let us permit that principle to lie 
dormant in the omnipotent bosom of Parlia- 
ment ; never to be brought forth into action^ 
iintil the Legislature saw itself called upon, by a 
more urgent exigency, to arm itself with extra- 
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ordinary terrors ; and was consequently pre- 
paredy with all effojts and at all risks, to push 
that principle to its utmost extremity. 

The Amendment further improved, as he 
(Mr. Canning) thought, upon the original Re- 
solution, by expressly approving of the con- 
duct of the Executive Government at home. 
The effect of passing any resolution, which did 
not contain such an expression of approval, 
would be to impeach that conduct ; and, sure 
he was, that it was not the intention of the 
Honourable Mover to. do that, which would 
be, in effect, to side with the contumacious 
barbadians, against the Secretary of State. 
On the contrary, the Honourable Gentleman 
would feel, that a cordial approbation of what 
the King's Government had done, would be 
the most useful encouragement and support to 
them, in what they might yet have to do. 

Believing, therefore, that, both as to what 
it omitted, and as to what it supplied, the 
Address which he proposed would meet 
the necessity of the case, the wishes of the 
House, and even the object of the Honourable 
Gentleman himself, better than his own Reso- 
lution, he would conclude by proposing it for 
the adoption of the House. — -The Right Ho- 
nourable Gentleoian then moved, by way of 
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An^endment, to leave oufc from the word ** Bar- 
badoes " to the end of the Question, in order 
to add the words, " deem it their duty to d^ 
clare, that they view with the utmost indigna- 
tion, that scandalous and daring violation of 
the Law ; and having seen with great satisfac- 
tion the instructions which have been sent out 
by His Majesty's Secretary of State to the 
Governor of Barbadoes, to prevent a recur- 
rence of similar outrages, they humbly assure 
His Majesty of their readiness to concur 
in every measure which His Majesty may 
deem necessary, for securing ample protection, 
and religious toleration, to all His Majesty's 
subjects in that part of His Majesty's Domi- 
nions,*' instead tl^ereof. 

Mr, BUTTER WORTH observed,— That he 
was quite sure that the Amendment of the 
Eight Honourable Gentleman who had just 
sat down would afford ample satisfaction to the 
Wesleyan Mission Committee. They had no 
feelings of resentment . to gratify. All they 
wanted was protection for their Missionaries, 
while they conducted themselves properly. 
With regard, however, to what the Right 
Honourable Gentleman had stated, that Mr. 
Shrewsbury's letter of 1&20 was very pro- 
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per for him to writ6 to the Committee, but 
most injadicious in the latter to publish^ and 
that it was lilce throwing a firebrand into the 
Colony— 4ie must confess, that he thought very 
differently* It was an accurate description of the 
moral condition of the island ; and, unless the 
Subscribers to the Missions were made acquainted 
with the actual state of those countries to which 
the Missionaries were sent, whether to our own 
Colonies or to Heathen lands, they could not be 
expected to support the Missions. In respect to 
the letter being like " a firebrand," it certainly 
Was a v^y ciold one j for it had lain publicly in 
the Colony for three years, without producing 
any light or heat, lintil it was kindled by the 
flame which arrived from Demerara, and by 
gross misrepresentations in Barbadoes. 

Mr. BROUGHAM rose and said^That after 
the course taken by the Right Honourable 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, the few 
observations which he should feel it his duty 
to offer would be of little importance. He was 
happy to say, that he highly approved of the 
Amendment; which, unlike many other pro- 
po^tionis bearing that name, and proceeding 
from the otiier side of the House, was, in truth 
as well as in name, an amendment of the origi* 
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nal motion. But, he woilTd now, as he did upon 
all other occasions, enter his protest against any 
parallel being set up, between the case of the 
Northern States of America and the West* 
India Islands. He denied that there existed 
the remotest similarity in their relations with 
the Mother Country. The defiance of North 
America was truly formidable, and to encoun- 
ter it was, on the part of this country, the 
height of folly : the threats of the Islands were 
justly a subject of ridicule. 

It was not, however, because they were 
powerless, that he would argue that any illegal 
or unjust course was to be adopted towards 
them.' Far from it. He had ever contended, 
that even the weakness of a Community consti- 
tuted a stronger claim against being trampled 
upon by oppressive interference. It was be- 
cause he held the right to be on our side, 
that he warned the Islands once more against 
provoking us to 'shew 'our power also; and 
reminded the House that, as for the safety of 
exercising our undoubted prerogative. Great 
Britain had nothing to fear from the West- 
Indies — ^from its largest colony, down to the 
smallest of the Virgin Isles. They might me* 
nace — ^but, it was all trifling. The language 
of this country should be to the West-India 
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Assemblies — that, if ^liey did not discharge 
their duties, the United Parliament would do 
its duty-^that it would exercise that legis- 
lative right, which, except upon the point of 
taxation, it had reserved to itself, and secured 
by a declaratory law. No man who knew the 
least of the question could harbour a doubt on 
this point. No man who had read the words of our 
Statutes, or reflected on the events out of which 
they arose, could hesitate an instant in admit- 
ting, that Parliament possessed the full right of 
internal legislation in dl the Colpnie^-^fre- 
quently exerdsed diat right~-and had only 
consented to abandon it upon the single miatter 
of revenue. . -^ 

There was, he thought, a very remarkable 
difference between the tone of the Right Ho- 
nourable Secretary of State and the Under Se- 
cretary for the Colonial department, in speak- 
ing of the outrages which had been committed 
in Barbadoes. It might be, that ad the former 
was oftentimes obliged to mitigate his language 
here and elsewhere, to pacify the Holy Allies 
and their ministers, so tiie latter was forced to 
consider the Islajads-and their agents. While 
the Secretary of State gave full vent to his 
feelings on colonial questions, the Under Secre^ 
tary spoke freely on foreign affairs. On this 
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subject, however, the ^ouourable Und^er Secre- 
tary was rather mealy-tnouthed* He de^t out; 
his censure very charily, lipcMi the conduct pf 
tho$e by whom the disgraceful outrage in ^u^s^ 
tion had been committed* Acc<^djing to the 
Honourable Gentlem^ti, they had beep be- 
trayed by their feelings into the course wh)p|l 
they had piuBued. In au afaiable e^ce^s of 
sensibility! they had only buri^t down a cha{)ei 
— only made a gceat riot— only levied war 
against the king, and oommitted high treason I 
[A laugh.] The Honourable Gentleman cer- 
tainly allowed, that the act was much to be la- 
mented ; and he also Jametited the c^ui^e of 
the act. This amiable indiscretion, it seeipedi 
was occasioned by a Wida to preserve their pro- 
perty, on the part of those who committed it 
** Just as if a man,'* sa^ Mr. Brougham, ** f^ro* 
fessing merely io protect hiB own purse, shoul4 
indiscreetly, but through a pai^nab^e^ if not an 
amiable indiscretion tajce mii^e/* [A laugh.} 
To protect their own piopearty, iite&Q amiable 
but indicreet persons weqt and destroyed a 
Meeting-house helohgiAg to oi^rs. Aod tbeny 
these offences, committed day aftc^, day, aiid 
night aflber night, were absolutely gjoried in by 
their perpetrators, aAd called the , tnuinph of 
true religion I They ransacjced, pulled down» 
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burnt» destroyed, debioliBhed the property of 
oti^rs} were nearly committing murder, aod 
did coomiit ti%a$on-^-i*and idl to give ^ triumph 
to ''true Tdigik)n 1 '' Excesses had of^ be^o 
perpetrated in the name of Beligjion^ as well as 
of X4berty j but, never before^ even in tl^e mo$t 
barbarous times, had that sacred namp been 
more prostituted, than in Baribadoes. [Hear j] 

Wiih respect to the Missionaries, be must 
declare, tb^t they had done great good-^uu- 
mixed good-i-in the West- Indian Colonies. The 
Cburch must, of course, be protected } but, be 
would deal with an equal hand, a^d afiford pro- 
tection to the Sects likewise. The Church was 
not adapted to the spiritu^ oKigepcies of the 
colonic. It was quite impossible that tbe task 
df instriictitig the Sla\'es could be lefl to the 
Established Church alone. The very accou)- 
pHshment3 of its Clergymen, the education 
wfaid) they received at Oxford and ut C^^m* 
bridge unfitted them for the ta^ of converting 
and educating the unfortunate beings, who ought 
to be the peculiar obj^ts of proselyti^ jan4 
ifi$triii^tion« In a very able Pamphlet on jthe 
Treatment oif ih^ N«^oes, published by a^ 
Honourable Mepaber of diat jBouse (Sir George 
Rose), the autbor^ a membeyr of the Church of 
Engbmd, and warnedy attached to its doctrines 



94 

and discipline, notwithstanding all his preju- 
dices in favour of the Establishment, had laid 
down the principle to which he (Mr. Broughani) 
had just adverted, had supported it by ar- 
gument, and iUustrated it by example. N^y, 
even the Clergy of the West-Indies themselves, 
had, many years ago, borne the most satisfac- 
tory testimony to the superior advantages pos- 
sessed by the Methodist Ministers, _in teaching 
the negroes ; and had admitted, that if those 
negroes Were to be taught at all, it must be by 
such instructors. The question, indeed, now 
was, whether the negroes should be taught at 
all : for, if they were to be taught, Methodists 
alone could teach them. 

He was exceedingly sorry, however, to find, 
that such was not the opinion of a Right Reve- 
rend person who had lately been sent over to 
the West^Indies, as Bishop of Jamaica. Bishop 
Lipscomb (whose First Fruits, remitted to 
the Colonial Office and treasured in the papers 
before the House, he (Mr. Brougham) feared 
would be found, when weighed, of more insig- 
nificant value, than those of the poorest of the 
Welsh Bishops), in his despatch to the Noble 
Earl at the head of that department, asserted^ 
that the negroes were very favourable - to the 
Established Church, and, on the contrary, re- 
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gafded the Srectaries with a most unfavourable « 
eye. It was worth observing, that this dee^ 
patch ^from the Right Reverend Prelate was 
dated the ISth of March. He could not have 
arrived in the colony long before the beginning 
of March. [Some Honourable Member denied 
this.] He (Mr, Brougham) had the means of 
knowing, that the Bishop could not have ar*- 
rived at Jamaica long before the beginning rf 
March ; because, he happened to know profes- 
sionally, that the vessel which carried their 
Lordships, the West- India Bishops, out, sailed 
pretty far on in the month of December; Not- 
withstanding which, the moment he gets therci 
he sees what is the religious disposition of the 
Slaves. Let the ;House remark, how vexy -much 
the Right Reverend Prelate differed from hxB 
more humble Ecclesiastical predecessors. He 
said — " A very strong predilection exists for 
the doctrines of the Church of England, if op- 
portunities for attending Divine Service wef-e 
afforded them." Now, how could the Right 
Reverend Prelate by possibility discover, during 
his residence of two or three .weeks in the colo*- 
nies, that this predilection for the doctrines of 
the Established Church existed among the poor 
negroes? How much did they know of the 
Thirty-nine Articles, or of the differeof^e b^ 
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tween ** consubstantiation " and '" transiibstan- 
tiation P** But, iio mattdr 1 the Bishop ex- 
presses his conviction, that they entertain ^^ a 
very strong predilection ** for thie doctrines of 
the Established Church : and he adds—** Wher- 
ever I go, I find the greatest aversion to Secta- 
rianism, of every kind and denomination ; but 
every degree of confidence in any teachers of 
religion^ whom I may be pleased to appoint." 
Why, really, the island of Jamaica must be a 
perfect Bishop's Paradise, thus delighted as the 
population were with the Church of England, 
and abhorring, with a true orthodox abhorrence^ 
all Sectarianism ! 

It appeared also, by the Bishop's de- 
spatch, that ^* psalmody and organs had great 
attractions for them ; that they seemed partlciii- 
larly fond of form and ceremony ; and were 
greater critics than many persons would give 
them credit for.'* [Mr. Canning here said, across 
the table, that the persons alluded to could not 
surely be the negroes.] Yes, the poor negroes. 
The Learned Bishop no sooner arrives in the 
Colony, than, with the eye of a lynx, he thus 
dives into all the depths of the negro character. 
— -" From the great uncertainty and capricious^ 
ness," continued he, " of the negro character, 
it is difficult to make sure of their attendance. 
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even where gre^t pains ^ve. beet) taken ; btiti 
wli^ii^vef a preacher is popular, they kiress oUt 
,their children and themselves — a giire »gn they 
l^re in good humour.'' , So, it seeme<i that the 
better the humour the negrOeis were in, thd bet^ 
ter they dressed ! ** Psalmody and organs. have 
great attractions for them : they ^^m particu«> 
larly fond of form and ceremony.'f . No great 
proof, by the bye^ of "the great )LiB^eM:ainty and 
capficiousness" of their Character; at least ia 
the; eyes of a regular Episcopalian^ whom we 
might expect to find prone to. rank 3Uch predi- 
lections arpopg tKeirt41catiO|isof a solid 9»d wise 
frame of min'4-r" atid are greater cnties ' tlwii 
mapy persona will give .them credit for ; n:e»- 
mfirf^ing every particuiairity of manner and ges- 
ture, and h^iye a great ptedilection for a powerful 
^sonorous vpicef* [a laugh]. : : > 

The Right Reverend Prelate: then pi^oceedied 
to.say-^— " As soon as my Archdeat^on alid my^ 
aelf have visited the several pari^e^ which :we 
PWRPse doing immediatdy/'— It appeared, then^, 
.that the Bishop xna^l^tfa^ Eep6rt«:bf^0re:he had 
^eep the people. Jgfcovh^^ investigation gjen^ 
^y Pffcaded d^i?j8« j in. Jamaica itc^^mec^ 
jtw%^>i>:foU^V4ft»r.^ /XJi»Lieaw»edI)ivk?Blo- 

' waa-to' Sfte first mi Jt^lSi<9t ^al^i?wfu?ds ; ' feir tie 
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made up his Report, m the first instance, and 
then said, that he would go atid see what h^ 
had been writing about ! The Bishop went on 
thus—** J shall not fail to communicate to ydui* 
Lordship whatever I may deem useful and prac- 
tical. In the mean time, I am happy in beitig 
able to assure your Lordship, that a very gene- 
ral wish to ameliorate the condition of the 
Slaves, and to instruct them in the principles 
oF the Established Church, seems to pervade 
the great mass of Proprietors, and every facility 
is afforded me of visiting the several plantatibhs.** 
Now, whatever the Bishop of Jamaica and 
his Archdeacon might hold of the opinions of 
the Negroes, he (Mr Brougham) really ^ould 
not help thinking, that the Bishop aiid * the 
Archdeacon knew very little about the best way 
of teaching or educating the Negroes. The 
fact was — and it was known to all who knew 
any thing of the West India Islands— that the 
'Missionaries were, the only real and eflBicieiat 
teachers of the Black populaition i and hence 
the peculiar atrocity of that gross and scanda^ 
lous outrage to the law, to the interests of reli^^ 
^on, to sound policy and the best interests 
of the Planters themselves, which had beett per- 
petrated* in so daring a manner, in the I&^nd 
4>f Barbadoei; ; and which was the subject of 
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the preseitt discussioti* It hadUbeen said, that 
Mr* Shrewsbury should not have written the 
letter which had been alluded ta . He could 
not, however, for a moment believe,, that the 
letter was the cause. of the ill-treatment which 
that excellent msm had received^ Confident 
he was, that the outrage was not direct04 
against Mr. Shrewsbury as a. libeller, but as % 
Missionary. 

Jt is: now about a year (continued Mr.. 
BroUghaim) since we were occupied in discus- 
sing another outrage similar to the present, imi 
to the motives in which it originated} and I 
then solemnly adjured th^ House to redeem its 
pledge, if the planters persevered in forfeiting 
theirs ; warning th? planters, moreover, that 
we should one day do our duty, if they ob^sti- 
nately persisted in breaking all faith> and put* 
ting off for ever the day of amendment^ Month 
after month has rolled away — ^and, what hav9 
they done ? Nothing— rpr, rather, I cannot say 
nothing—- but that which far more significant^ 
than mere inaction . indicates their determina- 
tion to violate every vow, and go on deceiving 
and mods^ing us^ as loQg aaweiwill wbmitto 
l^e mocked and deceived. . In Tjimdada thfiF 
have offered, every iippedimenjt shprj;. of . open 
resistance to the enforcement of the Order in 

o * 
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Council. In not one of the Islantb have fhef 
carried the great' measure of admitting Negro 
testimony : attd^ in one only, have they at* 
tempted it Yet, mark the instructive history 
of that attempt A Bill was brought in, pfoi 
viding for the competency <rf Negro evidence^ 
within very limited bounds, it is tnl6M>^but 
still an important amendment of the- law* The 
Duke of Manchester reports on this step 5 
a;nd congratulates the. government at home on 
the prospect of its being carried, as It had been 
brought in without a division, and by themdst 
respectable arid leading member of the Assem* 
bly. But) soon aftet the date of his Grace's 
despatch, eame the first I'eading ; and tbM, t^ 
division bciing taken, there appeared, cfat of 
thirty Jive present, exactly tfOrty-fovr against 
the Bill, and one single voice in its favour ! This 
fact is a volume } and -v^hoeVer, after this, shall 
«3^pect much from Cc^onial Assemblies, will 
bave^himself only, and not them, to bpbraid^ for 
"Whatever disappointment lie may experi^ence. 
^ But, if tteey abandon their duty-^ the/ will 
iiot redeem their pledges— ^at least I wiH i*edeem 
tnine ; and - unless, before the next session of 
parliament, 1 shall 6ee them acting in good 
^rnesti to shew that they are at length res6lved 
^o make amends for the time thus squandered 
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Wway, I desfre to be understooci as now giving 
notice of my determination to present a Bill to 
you, for the ptirpo&e of bettering the condition 
of our fSoUow subjects, the Negroes, in all the. 
British Colonies. This measure will embrace 
the following dis^tinct objects :— 

Firi* J to« make Negro evidence admissible in 
aU cases, in all. courts, leaving of course its^ 
cradit' to the consideration of the Court and 
Jury : . 

Secondly j to prevent the uSe of the Whip, 
as applied to Women, entirely ; and as a stimu- 
itts io labour, whether for Men or Women : 
i Thirdly ; to atta<!b all Slaves to the soil, ren-' 
deridg them itiseparable from it, in any circum<^ 
stances 2 
. Foiurthly ; to prohibit persons holding West- 
India property, or any mortgage upon such 
]|^rDperty, filling any office, civil or military (ex- 
cept regimental) in the West-Indies : 

And, Lastly j to secure, by such means a» 
may be 'Safe at once td the Owner and the Slaved 
t*he gradual, but; ultimately, the complete ad- 
mission of that injured class of men,' to the bles-^ 
i^ngs oT personal liberty. [Hear, hear I^ 
• If I am alive and in parliament^ I will, early 
<text session, move you for leaVe to^bring in this 
no. I know that I shall have the zealous sup-^ 
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port of ainiost all who sit arouyid me* I trust I. 
shall have the concurrence. of a majority of the 
llouse. I am sure I shall have with me tbe^ 
great body of the people, out of dooirs. Nor^^ 
should I be wanting, will this measure be aban- 
doned. It is the result of mature deliberation :; 
it isL the fruit of extensive concert : it is now 
pressed forward after long delay, and great fov^. 
bearance ; and, as it signifies little to whose, 
hands the proposal is entrusted, so by some o^^, 
or other, will it surely be brought forward, even 
if I am no longer here present tp di^cl)arge thia 
duty; and, unless the West-Indians shall of 
theipselves prevent it, let them be well assured, 
that it will,; sooner or later, but probably %i 
no distant day, be carried. [ Hear, heaf IJ 

Mr. B£RNAL said, that after the great tem-^ 
per and moderation which had been ^hewn 
in the early part of the discussion, he could 
not help thinking it a little hard, that the 
Honourable and Learned Member for Win- 
ehelsea, should have excursed into so wide asd 
sweeping a field of invective- Those Honour-, 
able Members, who were either West-Indi$^. 
proprietors, or were otherwise connected with 
the Colonies, had not had any previous nqtica 
given^ to them, th?it they would thui be put 
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Aipon iheir fcrial. Coiikl any xine have ekpected^ 
after hearing the terms of the original motion, 
and the judicious and discriminating amend- 
ment of the Right Honourable Secretary fojr 
^Foreign Affairs, that those proprietors tvoald 
have been exposed to the unsparing abuse of the 
Honourable and Learned Gentleman? From 
authority which was unquestionable, he could 
boldly state, that the Honourable and Learned 
Gentleman was not warranted in the attack 
which he had thought proper to make on the 
House of Assembly in Jamaica. He denied, 
that the Bill which that House had passed to 
prevent the arrest of Slaves on a market-day, 
was so much for the benefit of the master, as it 
was for the slave. The legislative Assembly of 
Jamaica had not been influeiiced by motives <^ 
a selfish i^ature. They had, he firmly believed, 
been actuated by the desire of considering the 
intere^ of the Negroes ; and of proceeding in 
a due course of improvement, temperately and 
steadily. But, why the conduct of the . House 
of Assembly, or of the resident inhabitants of 
Jamaica, was to be brought under discussion 
upon the present motion^ « he was utterly at a 
•loss to determine.-— With xespect to the imme- 
diate subject before the House, he admitted, 
that he had always entertdned a great respect 
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for theifiboufi of 4:he Wdsleyao and dthidfr Mis;- 
sioltaries in the West Judia islands* Those 
4ab<Hir$ had always t^ded to preserve that 
|ii^ce, which the Gospel of Christ inculcated* 
Nor would he, for one mombnt;, attempt to jui- 
liQr the outrage which had been perpetrated in 
*he. island of Barbadoes.-TWitli regard to the 
ie^citem^n t in that islandi that mighty in a. great 
Measure, be attributed to circumatamces cbn^ 
ttected with vjhat had taken pkce in odier West- 
India Ootoniesjaa well as in Bairbadods iiselil 
,The Barbadians^ apparently, vrem under great 
icrltatidn. The Governor of Barbadoes, asJwould 
be seen from the Papers which had been: laid oip 
the^t^ble, bad beea advised, that the provisions 
*af th0 Riot Act did not extend to the Isknd of 
'jBarbad49<9S ; and that the calling .oiit. of a mili#> 
JEaay jR)nSe< In. «fld of the! civil power, :w^uld^faav« 
cd^t' a ; burthen \ of considerate i responsibility 
^pn the. Governor; and, subsequently, the 
bpifiibna.of the ;fii:st Law Officers of the Crown 
vere applied .for, and obtained, in England.-Hh 
He mus(f. repeat his regret at the tone which 
ihe Honoumble aud Learned Gentlem^n-always 
Assumed,; when he spoke of the Westi^India Is- 
hsads. It .was a tone iofnaehace rilti was a hostile 
Ihreat^ It had no resemblance tothe cencilm* 
tery advice of a sincere fiioid; If the Hohoun- 
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able and Learned Gentleman thought that, by 
assuming such a tone, he stood a chance of 
doing good in the colonies, he was entirely mis- 
taken : for, not only in Jamaica, but throughout 
the whole of the West- Indies, nothing could be 
calculated more effectually to create irritation, 
than the course which the Honourable and 
Learned Gentleman uniformly thought proper 
to pursue. 

Mr. MANNING said :— Mr. Speaker, I am 
very desirous of being permitted to say a few 
words, in consequence of what has fallen from 
the Honourable Member for Weymouth, re- 
specting the inhabitants of the Island of Bar- 
badoes. The Honourable Member need not 
suppose, that it is at all in my intention to 
justify the outrage committed in that Island, 
by the destruction of the Chapel. I have, from 
the moment of its occurrence, always expressed, 
both in public and in private, ray abhorrence 
of a conduct, which I had believed could only 
have existed on the coast of Africa. From all 
I have heard of Mr. Shrewsbury, with whom I 
have no acquaintance, I believe him to be a 
very respectable man ; and this opinion is con- 
firmed by Mr. Ross of Grenada, and other 
West-Indian Proprietors. — It has fallen to my 
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lot to have seen a good deal of the inhabitants 
of Barbadoes, as well those resident in the 
Colony, as in this country ; and I will take upon 
me to say, that a more honourable class of 
persons does not exist in any part of His Ma- 
jesty's dominions. There are many persons 
there of liberal education and considerable clas- 
sical attainment, and wl|D are wholly incapable 
of giving any sanction toShe act, of which the 
Honourable Member complafc^j--It is true. 
Sir, that the Honourable GentWttan divided 
the community into four classes, lll^ stated 
that, in the destruction of the Chapel,lfi®^™®^ 
the highest or the lowest classes were Y^^** 
cerned ; but that the mischief was doneV"/ 
persons of a middling rank. — It is, however, 
be recollected, that just previously to this ad 
the news of the insurrection in Demerara ha( 
arrived ; and many persons in Barbadoes were 
impressed with a notion, that the Methodist 
Missionary there had been mainly concerned 
in promoting that tumult.— However lightly 
the Honourable Gentlemen opposite may think 
c^ these matters, I believe that, when any set 
of individuals conceive their lives and property 
to be in danger, they do not very coolly deliberate 
on the probable result of measures which tbey 
may take : added to which* about JlkisL time 
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aiso was most unfortunately published a Letter 
fix)m Mr. Shrewsbury, written three years be- 
fore to the Society at home, and which tended 
materially to inflame matters in that island. 

It is much to be regretted, Sir, that the Go- 
vernor of Barbadoes was advised, that he had 
no power to call but. the Militia of the Colony.. 
I am persuaded that in this conduct he acted 
from the most honourable and conscientious 
motives ; but, I conceive it would have been a 
xery justifiable exercise of a constitutional duty^ 
to have instandy suppceased this riot, by everyt 
„«..» io hi> ^wen , Although d» l^noa^ 
able Member has acquitted the fii^ and the 
fourth classes of any share in this dissmeefei 
conduct..enaugh has been said, by him and by 
othens, to leave an imputed misconduct upon 
the icnajority .of the ii^abitants. vl. dm old 
enough, Sir, to remember Lord George Gorr 
doa's riots in 178O; when, £br three days, in 
tiie.h,eaft of : this metropolss, the Government 
was set at defiance by. a lawless mob. As well 
mij^t the Honourable 'Gentleman, if he had 
been a Member of the House at that time, have 
called upon us for. a general censure of tbe 
inhabitants of London atid Westminster. 

We. h»ve the best security, Sir, against tbe 
reciirMace.of auch measure^,, in the gracious 

p2 
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act of His Majesty, in sending out the Bishops 
and Clergy to the West- India Colonies ; and it 
is gratifying to see the manner in which they 
have been every where received. This is the 
best answer to the many calumnies which have 
been thrown out against the proprietors of 
Estates in that part of the world, asserting their 
reluctance to have religious instruction con- 
veyed to their Negroes. Although I should 
certainly prefer this good work being done by 
Members of the Establ^hed Church, let me not 
on this occasion omit my debt of gratitude to 
the Moravian and the Wesleyan Missionaries, 
who have certainly been very active, and done 
great service, in many of the Colonies. In St. 
Kitt's alone there are above six thousand Ne- 
groes in the congregations of the two societies to 
which I have referred ; and, I believe, in Anti- 
gua a still larger number. 

While I am on this part of the subject, I 
cannot omit to^ express my great regret, that 
the Wesleyan Society iat home should have 
thought fit to disavow the proceedings of their 
Missionaiies in the Island of Jamaica. A 
m6re injudicious measure, with a view to the 
beneficial results which we are all an:^iaasly 
looking for, could^ hardly have been taken. 
These persons, from motives of conscience. 
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thought fit to give us their observations jof what 
they were daily witnesses of in that Islaad^an 
act of justice on their part, and towards which 
I Ota boldly assert, from the best authority, 
that no influence whatever was exercised witb 
them-^t was the pure, honest ifiipressi<m of 
their own minds, and for which I lunent to see 
tiiey have incurred the displeasure of the Board 
at home.*—I think the conduct of the Society, 
in thiis instance, is likely to impede^ rather than 
to promote, their future operations in the West- 
Indie&«— I observe how^er^ in their. Report of 
December last^ that tiiieir Funds, ia the year 
have ' nearly reached £40,000, and that they 
have applied a very lai^e sum — nearly onoi^h 
of it— *in the Westlndia Colonies. 

I cannot oonclude widioitt expressing my 
sinprise, that the Honourable and Learned 
Member /or Winchelsea should, on this occa- 
sion, renew his attacks on the West-India Le- 
gMatures ; as if the application of harsh terma in 
this House, to persons at that distance, was the 
best means of obtaining a copipliance with .the 
wishes expressed in this place by the Honour- 
able and Learned Gentleman. I will take leave 
to express my opinion, that, although they may 
not advance so rapidly as the Honourable and 
Learned Gentleman may desirci they are taking 
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ill many of tbe Colooies-^and particuiarty in. 
Jamaica and 6renada-~such measures, as will 
gradually and safely bring about such aa im- 
provement in fhe condition of tbe Slave popu« 
ktion^ as all reasonable persons can deeare. 
: I liave no. wish, Mn. Speaker, to^ ctfer any 
objection to \ the Amendment, moved by : the 
Right Honourable Secretary for Foreign. Affairs, 
though it 13 a matter, of regret mth me, f that,, 
after so conquerable an interval . of time, riib haa 
been thought necessary to call upon this. Homsei 
for: an expression of its opinion. I should very 
moch -have: preferred, that the parties offending 
faad}>een punished by the due course of law; - . : 
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Mr. Secretary-; CANNING;} aaid^ « by way of 
ex|»lana4iion--^That it appeared. ta>hitn, that the 
Honourable Gentleman who had jaisi addressed 
the House, 4Sonsidered the Amendment as com- 
prehending the whole of the jpopolation of Bar^: 
badoels, and ais x^asting a censure upon liiem all. 
This, however, was not the case. It reflected 
upon nothing but the act ^ fi>r one of the : diffi- 
culties, and, indeed, the great difficultf of the 
present^ case ^wasy titat /the actors, were not 
kndwn, and therefore could hot be brcnight tor 
justice. The>HoiDourable^Gentlc»nan had alea 
aUuiied to the riots which had taken place in 



London^ in the year 1 780. Them was^' how- 
ever, this distinction between that and the pre. 
sent case-^the law^ for a time, had certainly 
been defied ; but, every exertion had afterwards 
been made, by the community, to bring the of* 
fenders to justice ; and many of them had been 
so brought to justice. Such had not been the 
case at Barbadoes : a great outrage had been 
there perpetrated ; and^ although it must have 
been committed within the knowledge of half 
the population of the island, not a single indi-^ 
vidual had been brought to account. He did 
not, therefore, intend, in moving the Amend- 
ment, that all Barbadoes should be censured by 
it i but, as that society could not be in a sound 
and healthy state, in which such outrages could 
be perpetrated with impunity, and not only 
perpetrated with impunity, but threatened to 
be repeated, he considered an expression t>fthe 
sense of the House, upon so scandalous and daring 
a violation of the law, was absolutely called for. 

Dr. LUSHINGTON said— It appeared to 
Urn, that the Honourable Member for Lymii^« 
ton (Mr« Manning) had failed in making out 
a defence for the extraordinary conduct of the 
white populatioa of Barbados ; whose supine* 
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ness, under what had occurred, placed them in 
a situation, very little better th&h that of ac- 
cessories after the fact. The Magistrates of 
that Island had not only manifested a culpable 
remissness in the discharge of their duty, but' 
had evidently shewn a disposition to secure im- 
punity to -those who had committed the mo&t 
disgraceful outrages against the laws of the 
island, and the peace of the community. It 
was not negligence, but wilful misconduct, that 
he imputed to some of those Magistrates. It 
appeared, from the papers on the table of the 
House, the correctness of which was not dis-: 
puted, that two of their Magistrate)?, though 
cognizant of the outrage about to be committed, 
had concealed from the Government the know- 
ledge of the illegal acts intended to be done ; 
and they had thereby prevented the timely in* 
terfefbnce tliat might have stopped the com- 
mencement of the riots, or have enabled the 
Governor to suppress them before the object 
was accomplished, and to have detected and 
brought to punishment the guilty : nor had the 
Local Authorities, after the disapprobation of 
the Governor had been publicly declared, re- 
deemed their character, by any zealous exer- 
tions to bring to trial the delinquents. He was 
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satisfied, that: the Magistracy of Bi^badoes had 
jio just feeling of the atrocity of these transac- 
tioQs, and that their errors were wilful. 
\ . The utter inefficiency c£ the Mlagistracy wa$i 
not more to be censured, than the morbid state 
of feeling in the white Inhabitants was deser v- 
tng of iieprd>atiQn. In what way had the Bar- 
badians expressed their abhorrence of those 
ticandali»3s acts ? They had expressed no such 
abhprrence at alL ; and were, consequently, 
guilty of a criminal acquiescence in the offences 
vfbkh had b^jsn coimaitted* He would take 
that: opportunity of telling the West-Indians, 
that, SQ.long as they continued to shew such a 
total indifference to the due administration of 
justice, and the feelings of humamty, and such 
a contempt for. the. declared sense of that 
House, and of the country, so long should he 
continue to take every opportunity of exposing 

unjust and .unjustifiable proceedings 

Censure, had been csust upon the Wesleyan 
Society at .home, for havirtg manifested their 
disapprobation of Certain resolutions published 
in Jamaica, by- some of their ^Missionaries : 
but, instead of ciensure, .that body deserved 
the highest cmnmendation for their immedi- 
ate disclaimer of the. qnauthorized acts of a 
jfew of their Missionaries, and for their bold 
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and uncoQ^rOdlising ayowd i^ tbe true ptkh 
cities of teligimly justice, apd humanity. 
That most respectable body had, very, pro- 
perly, declared their conviction, that Slavery 
was iqconsiste&t with Christianity. And, was 
there any man in that House who would rise 
up and si^, that Slavaery was consistent with 
Christianity ?-^that the mild and benevolent 
spirit of Christianity warranted, a system, under 
which the wife was torn frpm hen husband, tlie 
^chijid from its parent, the. sister from her broh 
ther ? When Gentlemen set about founding 
measures of legislation on tmch a system, the 
ground sunk from under them : there was 
tiothing in nature or in reason to support the 
superstructure. It was no wonder that the 
House should feel itself in an raobarras^ ^tu- 
ation, with regard to the gcnrernment of these 
Colonies^: for, whenever an attempt was made 
to legislate on a system of Slavery, 4ifficull|ea 
would always arise, to perplex and <tonfcmnd the 
sagacity of the most skilful legislaton 

He approved of the reeent measures for said", 
ing out two Bisbops to the West-Indies { hv^ 
he sincerely regretted, that the first act of the 
Bishop of Jamaica should be to appoint the Bev^ 
Mr* Bridgesias his Chaplain-^a gentleman who 
was only known as the libeller of Mr. Wilb«r 



115 

foree. Siieh an appdiittnetit, hh ib^t acknow* 
ledgei had cmisiderably shaken the trust which 
he might otherwise have been inclined to place 
in the new Establishment For, however he 
might differ from many of the opinions of Mr. 
Wilberforcej he coiild not avoid saying, that that 
etiii^htened and bmevotent man had, by liis m^ 
valuable exertions to obtain an abolition of the 
barbarous traiBfic in human flesh, bnilt up for 
liimiielf a character^ which time could not ef« 
&ce, and which was entitled to the applause 
and everlastiBg gratitude ^ every <Mie who was 
an enemy of SiavQiy. 

^ Mr- FQWELL BUXTON rose to reply> and 
^pkeiis fcfllows :-^ 

Ih^lyktum that it is ^necessary for me to 
tronUe liie Moose with apy reply. No defence 
#f the eondud: ef <iie rioters^ has been offered* 
The Honourable Under Secretary has borne te»- 
titnony to the accuracy of my statement ; tm^ 
the Right HonouraUe Secretary of State £ar 
iPoreign Affidrs Jbai, mAi his usual manliness^ 
griren vent to fedings of indignation, in Ian* 
giitage at least aS: strong, as any that I used. 
Upon what; tiies, ha.ve we now to dispute? 
Xbe rfajcts are confessedly true— tlie inference 
49 imdensabte* The Right HdnotHrableiOentI». 
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man alters a phrase or two of. toy ^Resolution* 
With this I am abundjtntly contented: for he 
has left me — and that is all I care for— the de* 
claration of the Commons 6f England, that wc. 
will have religious tolejration in the West-Indies^ 
; I rejoice that the discussion has taken place. 
Jt has given an opportunity to mj Hon. and 
Learned Friend (Mr* Brougham) to stite thfe 
course he will pilrsue, in the next Session ; and 
every map who is interested in the welfare of the 
Negro population witljoinmein considering his 
pledge, and the dedication of his most extraor- 
dinary talents to the cause, as the greatest 
matter of congratulation, which we have yet 
enjoyed. I would hope, however, tliat the 
Planters will avert the necessity of his interfe- 
rence. I would entreat them to take warning, 
before it is too late ; I would say to tbem^ 
'• You have interests greater far than any other 
class ; and interests which will be decided by 
your conduct now. The Abolitionists would 
pretendj ,that such enormities as those which I 
have described^ ar6 natural to Slavery. We do 
insinuate, that, in a state of society where one 
class are Masters and the other Slaves, timers 
must be, and will be, cruelties, and blood, and 
a deadly, hatred of all those who would impart 
knowledge or Christianity to the Negra BaU 
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it is your part to dispel the delusion^ if it be 
one— to separate Slavery from these its wretch- 
ed accompaniments) — to sever your system 
from a system of fierce J)ersecution— to give the 
people of England the satisfaction of knowing, 
that there is law and justice for the Negro and 
his Teachen You are in a pierilous condition^; 
The reproach of Slave-holding is as much as 
you can endure . If you expect fiuvour,— if yop 
ask toleration from the people of England, 
you must demonstrate, that Slavery is not in« 
separably connected with a host of oth'er, and, 
if it be possible, greater evils, than itself." 

If I were merely an enemy of Slavery — if its- 
extinction were the single (as I admit it to be^ 
the chief) object of my life— I should say-^-" Go, 
pn-^persevere — pour needful. conviction on the 
minds of the motst incredulous— demonstrate to 
the world, that for eight hundred thousand of 
our fellow creatures, there is no mercy to-be 
expected/* " Proceed,*' I should say, •* open 
the eyes of the people of England. You have 
had your triumphs. The Missionary Smith 
sleeps in his grave, branded as a traitor — ^th^ 
Missionary Shrewsbury is an exile ; his perse- 
cutors keep the'anniversary of his sufferings, as 
a festival— the. gallant Austin, because he acted 
with mpre true heroism than the conquerors^ of 
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Austerlitz tod Waterloo-^befcause he singly 
stemmed the torrent of persecution, has lost his 
golden certainties of preferment, and is at this 
moment earnii^ the scanty bread of a stipen- 
diary Curate in an English village. Proceed, 
then, faster and faster : you are doing our work :- 
you are accelerating the downfall of Slaver}% 
A few more such triumphs, a few more such 
sfieaking testimonies to the merits of your sys-*^ 
tpin.-^and the peqple of England, with one 
heart, will abhor it, and with one voice will dis- 
solve it" 

But, enemy as I am to Slavery*— and nothing 
human shall win me or drive me to be any thing 
else than a foe to Slavery-— I am not for ite ra- 
pid and terrible overthrow ; and, therefore, I 
raise my voice in this House, warning the Plan- 
ters, that if they repeat these outrages — ^that if 
ibey will link peraecution to Slavery-^Slavery, 
which already totters, will &XL 

Xhe original Motion, and also the Amende 
snignt, were then, with the leave of the House, 
withdrawn, and 

It was Teaolvedf nemine cantradicente, 
'< That an humble Address be presented to 
his Majesty^ to represent to his Majesty, that 
this Houses having taken into their most se- 
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rious co&slderation the Papers laid before 
them, relating to the demolition of the Metho* 
dist Chapel in Barbadoes, deem it their duty to 
declare, that they view with the utmost indigna* 
tionlhat scandalous and daring violation of the 
law ; and having seen with great satisfaction tfa^ 
instructions which have been sent out by his 
Migesty's Secretary of State to the Governor of 
Barbadoes, to pf event a recurrence of similar 
outrages^ they humbly assure bis Majesty^ 
their readiness to concur in every measure 
which his Majesty may deem necessary ibr se- 
curing ample protection and religious tolera* 
tion to all his Majesty's subjects in that part of 
his Majesty's dominions." 
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